
5th	Annual	
V.I.	Women	United	to	Empower

Saturday, May 18, 2019
9 a.m.

Victor's New Hideout
St. Thomas, V.I.

Scholarship 

Breakfast

SENATOR MARVIN A. BLYDEN PRESENTS















Honorees Who Paved the Way

2018
Dr.	Rasha	Harris	
Gertrudis	Jackson

Jody	Olson
Dr.	Vincentia	Paul-Constantin

Andrea	Shillingford	
Iffat	Walker

2017
Yvese	Calixte	

Police	Captain	Sandra	Colbourne
Louise	O.	Fleming	Petersen

Sofia	del	Rosario	
Marjorie	Smith

2016
Loreen	Bannis-Roberts

Carmen	Donavan-Acevedo
Delita	Farrington-Francis
Yvonne	D.	Francis,	RN	
Sadie	E.	Reaves,	LPN
Jeanette	Smith-Barry

2015
Adriane	J.	Dudley,	Esq.	
Jacqueline	Freeman

Dr.	Gwen-Marie	Moolenaar
Joycelyn	E.	Williams



Sara W. Connell

Sara Cecilia Watlington Connell was born on November 2nd, All Souls 
Day on the island of St. Thomas to Arturo & Elesa Watlington. She was 
educated at Sts. Peter & Paul School from kindergarten through the 
12th grade. She continued her educational pursuits and attended 
college and received her Bachelor’s degree from St. Scholastica College 
in Duluth, Minnesota in Home Economics. Sara returned home to St. 
Thomas and began working at MCH and the Department of Education 
before returning to the mainland to complete her Master’s Degree in 
New York.  It was there that she reunited with her childhood love and 
married Olman Connell. From this union they have two beautiful 
children, Craig and Chelsea’, six grandchildren, Chenee, Craig Jr., 
Hasina, Ciara, Zekoi and Zenaida and two great-grands; Hailey and 
Kayden.

Education has always played an important role in Sara’s life. She 
fulfilled a number of roles at the Ivanna Eudora Kean High School, 



including teacher, assistant principal and principal. She later retired 
from the public school system and became the principal of her alma 
mater. She traded it all to stay at home with her grandson in 2000. She 
has always taken special interest into the education of her children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. Her temperament and dedication is 
to be admired from the schools to home.  She owned and operated 
Educare School for over 36 years along with her friend and partner, Mrs. 
Winifred L. Garfield.

True to her dedication to the youth and community, Sara has played a 
vital role and currently serves as the public relations officer of the Long 
Path/Garden Street Association. She has followed the project of the local 
community center from its birth and has adopted the project as her 
personal baby.

She has a love for singing and classical music. She enjoys singing and 
directing the choir at the Sts. Peter and Paul Cathedral. When she is not 
involved in putting together the next fundraiser, church concert, or 
family event, Saraenjoys reading and you can count on her always 
having a novel in her bag.  

She is a true home economist that has always enjoyed cooking and 
baking various, unique treats and eats for everyone.  Folks can hardly 
wait for the holiday season to receive the boxes of treats she religiously 
mails out to her family and friends.

Sara's residence is affectionately referred to as “cost U nothing” for she 
is always has the one ingredient you forget to pick up at the store or an 
extra loaf of bread because you forgot to pick one up, or the product or 
item you would never have seen in the store yourself.  



Judy M. Gomez, Esq.

Attorney Judy M. Gomez is a woman for all seasons. She has answered 
many calls and has risen to the social and educational needs of her island 
community in a variety of areas. 

Born and raised on the island of St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands, Attorney 
Gomez is the mother of one son and the grandmother of two. She 
received her early educational training beginning at the Nisky 
Demonstration School (which is now the Ulla Muller School),  the St. 
Mary's Catholic School on the island of St. Croix and graduated from Sts. 
Peter and Paul Catholic High School in 1967. 

Judy M. Gomez began her secondary academic pursuits at the University 
of the Virgin Islands and graduated in 1977 from Morgan State 
University, where she earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Elementary 
Education and was inducted into the esteemed Kappa Alpha Mu National 
Honor Society. Ms. Gomez returned to St. Thomas and worked as an



elementary school teacher for 11 years at the Gramboko and Ulla Muller 
Schools. Her quest for further knowledge and her desire to serve in 
another capacity, led her to pursue a law degree at Howard University 
in Washington, D.C., where in 1983, she received a Doctorate of 
Jurisprudence.

As an attorney, Ms. Gomez held positions in various agencies, including 
the Office of the Virgin Islands Delegate to Congress and the Superior 
Court of the Virgin Islands. She also worked as an instructor of the Adult 
Education Program and as a part time professor at the University of the 
Virgin Islands. She later served as a member of University of the Virgin 
Islands' Board of Trustees. 

With a keen interest in the future of the Territory, Attorney Gomez was 
first elected as a member of the Virgin Islands Board of Education in 
1990, and served for one term as secretary. In 1992, she was elected as 
a senator of the Virgin Islands Legislature and served with distinction 
for eight years. During her tenure, Senator Gomez held several 
positions of leadership including Vice President, Legislative 
Secretary, and Chairperson of the Education, Youth and Human 
Services and Finance Committees. Her service also included 
membership on the Law Revision Commission, and as Liaison to the 
White House. In November of 2004, she was re-elected to the Virgin 
Islands Board of Education and served as Chairperson, from 2004 to 
2006. She presently co-chairs the Polices, Rules & Regulations 
Committee. 

In 2002, Attorney Gomez also returned to the V.I. Department of Justice 
as the Coordinator of Special Programs, with the responsibility of 
coordinating crime prevention programs. She is credited for the 
formation of the first Junior Assistant Attorneys General Program, a 
mentorship program for high school students. Presently, Gomez serves 



She has received a number of awards and commendations for her 
work with children and has been honored by Miracle Babies Support 
Foundation, the Virgin Islands Bar Association, the American 
Federation of Teachers and the local chapters of Iota Phi Lambda 
Sorority, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. 

Attorney Gomez has been a member of Iota Phi Lambda Sorority, the 
National School Board Association and the Virgin Islands Bar 
Association.

Students Promoting Awareness, Responsibility, Knowledge and
Service (SPARKS), a youth organization, which began in 1993, to
enhance the social, spiritual and academic growth and
development of high school students by the implementation of
positive programs and activities
Stride Onward to Academic Excellence, a scholarship program
which encourages and inspires elementary and junior high
school students to set academic goals and embrace them
Moms Raising Sons, a support group for single women raising
sons in today's world
Virgin Islands Promise, an affiliate of America's Promise

as the Hearing Officer at the Division of Paternity & Child Support, and 
is Director and Coordinator of the Street Law Programs at the 
Charlotte Amalie High School. 

Additionally, over the years, she has been credited as founder or 
sponsor of several organizations.

Among her activities and programs of interest are:



Ramona A. Patino Diaz

Ramona A. Patino Diaz was born in the Dominican Republic, and moved 
to the Virgin Islands in 1986. She has two children: a son, Hector Mejia 
and a daughter, Zorichell Aquendo Patino. She also has four 
grandchildren, all of whom she loves dearly.

Ms. Patino Diaz pursued her love of beauty by starting her career as a 
beautician upon her arrival in St. Thomas. She began working in Celsa’s 
House of Beauty in Winward Passage Hotel and eventually bought the 
business in 1992.  She later moved the salon to the Altona area.

Throughout her 40-year career, she has had many accomplishments, 
including being honored by the Cosmetology Association. This 
successful entrepreneur recently opened her first restaurant and is now 
studying to be a chef.

She is a member of the Comitée Dominicano Pro and is the founder of 
the Sugarcane Sweet Carnival Troupe.



Rosalia Rhymer-Rohan

Rosalia Rhymer-Rohan is Director of the University Bound Program 
(UB) (formerly Upward Bound Program) at the University of the 
Virgin Islands. She has served as Director since 1988. From 
1978-1988 she served as Assistant Director for the program. For 
more than 40 years she has demonstrated a commitment to assisting 
UB students in their quest for higher education. She has assisted 
hundreds of Virgin Islands students and their families in charting 
their progress toward completing high school and going on to pursue 
post-secondary education. Rosalia is a co-founder and chairperson of 
the UB Academic Growth Scholarship Committee.

Prior to her employment at the University, she served as a classroom 
teacher. Rohan received a MA (Education) from the University of 
Connecticut (‘78) and a BA (Elementary Education)  from the 
College of the Virgin Islands (‘74).



As director of the University Bound Program, Rohan’s mission has been 
one of motivating, guiding and assisting secondary school students 
(Territory-wide), to complete high school, enroll and succeed in 
post-secondary education (UVI is priority), realize fulfilling careers, 
and becoming productive citizens. Ultimately, her mission is to 
assist in increasing the college going and college completion rates 
in the US Virgin Islands.



MESSAGE	FROM	SENATOR	CLEONE	H.	CREQUE, 
HONORARY	WOMAN	OF	DISTINCTION

I wish to commend Senator Marvin Blyden on this most auspicious 
occasion, as he annually reaches out to the community to help sponsor 
the much needed, and I am sure appreciated, scholarship initiative.

We are also proud as we recognize his non-stop efforts to monitor, 
sponsor and process legislation that has a history of benefiting all of 
our people. His achievements too, must be noted and recognized as he 
continues to serve so commendably.

It is with regret that due to unforeseen circumstances off-island, I am 
unable to attend this event; however, I thank you, Senator, for 
considering me worthy to be included in this group of well deserving 
servants of our people.  

Congratulations to the other honorees and may God continue to bless 
you and your service to our people. 

Best wishes, 

 
Cleone H. Creque

Cleone H. Creque



Past Scholarship Recipients 

2018
Jahkyra	Carrington
Tasha	Freeman
Ketura	Harrigan
Lakesha	Hillhouse
LeAnn	Horsford
Shenice	Labadie
Jucara	Margetson
Aria	Rawlings

2017
Chinique	Charles
P'Azhae	Harrigan
Shanique	Henley
Makeda	Milla

Mariamma	Richards

2016
Muhammad	Ali
Felicia	Fontenelle

Jemoi	Gibbs
Peter	Jean-Baptiste

Takia	Joseph
Joah	Merrifield
Kayla	Webster

2015
Mary	Buendia
Genisa	Callwood
Dejane	Cameron
Jershawn	Casimir
Rayann	Charlery
Je'Quan	Dias-Hines

Ajayi	Pickering	Haynes
Shaedaya	Varlack



Program

Welcome/Mistress of Ceremonies                   Lillian V. Moolenaar                

Invocation                                                                              Sandra Frett

 

 

 

Black National Anthem
Virgin Islands March

Breakfast

Musical Entertainment Provided by
DJ Shine

 

Special Guest Speaker                                                    Khadija Blyden

Musical Selection                            Lorna Freeman & Howard Jones               

Honoree Presentations

Closing Remarks                                         Senator Marvin A. Blyden                 

Benediction                                                                           Sandra Frett      

Musical Selection                                   George "General Val" Whyte   

 



Menu

Stewed Saltfish
Spinach & Okra

Scrambled Egges
Bacon

Home Fried Potatoes 
Butter Bread

Fruits 

Orange Juice
Apple Juice

Cranberry Juice
Bush Tea

Coffee



OFFICIAL	SPONSORS
GOLD

IMPACT Cares

SILVER

AT&T

BRONZE

Virgin Islands Board of Education



Thank you for all 
that you do! 

My deepest gratitude to all of the honorees for your positive contributions 

to the people of the St. Thomas/St. John Distri1ct. 

Jeon A. Forde 

P.O. BOX 1448, (LOWER MAINSTREET), CHARLOTTE AMALIE, VI 00804 

(340)776-4312

BICYCLES, BICYCLE PARTS & ACCESSORIES, SPORTING GOODS, AWARDS, 

UNIFORMS, TEAM LETTERING, SASHES, LASER ENGRAVING, LOCALLY OWNED 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE HONOREES ON THEIR 

WELL DESERVED RECOGNITION! 



Low-Price	Maintenance	&	Construction	
	

Congratulations 
to the 

Honorees! 

	
340-344-5469

dennisvi@yahoo.com









CONGRATS TO THE HONOREES

FROM 

 

W H E A T L E Y  C E N T E R

S T .  T H O M A S ,  V . I .  0 0 8 0 2

( 3 4 0 )  7 7 4 - 8 5 6 5

I N F O @ T H E F R U I T B O W L V I . C O M

THE FRUIT BOWL







CONGRATULATIONS TO 
RAMONA A. PATINO DIAZ!  

C E L S A ' S  HOU S E  O F  B E AU T Y





Congratulations, 
Ramona A. Patino Diaz!  

From Your Friends at:
 

Rijo Construction
Jungle Night Club Bar +

Rosa's Place Bar & Restaurant 









JUSTIN BROTHERS
QUALITY MACHINING & WELDING

Smith Bay, St. Thomas
U.S. Virgin Islands 

Services: Construction
340-775-3109

Congratulations
to the honorees:

 
Sara Connell

Judy M. Gomez
Ramona A. Patino Diaz
Rosalia Rhymer-Rohan

 
Sara Connell

Judy M. Gomez
Ramona A. Patino Diaz
Rosalia Rhymer-Rohan



Congratulations 

to the 

Honorees! 

Thank you for your
service to our
community.

School Busing, Inc.
"Moving the future is our business"



Thank You, Patrons! 
Josephine Alecee

Bernadine Barnes
Phyllis & Juanito Benjamin
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Bennett
Master Ricky Bennett III

Antis Birmingham
Laura Boschulte

Ethy Brazier
Professor Marie L. Cameron

Virginia Cuffy
Maria Daniel

Jackson Dolor
Donnalie Edwards-Cabey

Dr. Judith E. Edwin
Vivicka Garfield & V’shoi

Emmanuel
Gloria Etienne
Melina Etienne

Dario Evans
Tarique Fahie

Ariel Farrington
Lorelei Farrington
Marc Farrington

Michael Farrington
Akeem Francis

Andre Arturo Francis
Antra Watlington Francis

Cresencia Frett
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Garfield

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Garfield, Jr.
Master Victor Garfield III
Brenda Georges & Family

Dr. Catherine Alicia Georges
Etienne A. Gibbs
Akacia Halliday
Kelly Harrigan

Justin Harriman

Alfred O. Heath
Mercedes Hodge

Verona Hodge
Julia James

Tricia James
Angelita Jennings

Edith Rose Jennings
Marcella Jennings

Vernelda Jolly
Arienne Lang

Dora Lettsome
Long Path/Garden Street Association

Jenifer C. Lynch
Charryse J. Matthew

Jomo McClean
Joseph S. Moorhead
Richardson Moses

Agnes Nicholas
Vincent Phillips & Family

Hughley Prince
Jeanne Richards
Yvette Richards
Anwar Z. Rohan

Desmond Simmons
Yola Simmons

Caroline Simon
Celecia Smith

Gylchris Sprauve
Mervin Taylor
Cherise Tucker

Master Devin A Wallace
SPC Steadson Wallace, Jr.

Nelcia Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Willock

Carol Wiltshire
Natasha Wright
Wright’s Delight
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