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Purpose of 
this deck

 This deck explains the practical steps to follow when participating in the 
EFSA and ECHA public commenting period on the active substance 
glyphosate, to gather comments on the Rapporteur Member State’s 
Assessment Report (dRAR), which opened on
23 September 2021 and will remain open for a period of 60 days, until 22 
November 2021.

 This deck can be used to illustrate to observers how to engage in the public 
commenting period and what to consider when preparing a submission.

/// EU Public Commenting Period /// September 
2021

2

Key points explained in this deck

 The process targets engagement from scientist or regulators on specific data points.

 The practical steps necessary to participate in the public commenting period need to be considered by interested citizens when
submitting comments.

 Unscientific, general and orchestrated comments are not taken into account by EFSA and ECHA.



The EU Re-approval
Process of 
Glyphosate 
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Written submissions of comments only via dedicated processes
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JUNE
2020

JUNE
2021

23 SEPT –
22 NOV 2021

Second half
2022

LATE 
2022

Submitted 
glyphosate 
renewal 
dossier

AGG** issues 
scientific review: 
Renewal 
Assessment 
Report (RAR)

AGG submits 
CLH dossier 
to ECHA begins 
assessment

Publishes 
RAR and 
opens public 
commenting 

Publishes 
conclusions

Risk Assessment 
Committee 
adopts its opinion 
on the CLH* 
dossier

Proposal for 
Member States 
to vote on

Opens public 
commenting

Milestone

• The Glyphosate Renewal 
Group (GRG) as the 
applicant  will submit 
written comments.

• EU member state 
regulators will submit their 
views.

• Written comments 
submitted during the 
public commenting period 
to ECHA and EFSA will be 
published in due course 
after the public 
consultation closes.

*CLH: Harmonised classification and labeling (Source: ECHA) 

**AGG: Assessment Group on Glyphosate (Source: AGG) 
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https://echa.europa.eu/regulations/clp/harmonised-classification-and-labelling
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plants/pesticides/approval-active-substances/renewal-approval/glyphosate/assessment-group_en


EFSA 

Renewal of an 
active substance

Regulation (EC) 
No 1107/2009
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EFSA: AGG assessment report 
and CLH report are made 
available at the start of the 
public commenting period on 
23 September

Submissions can be made here - EFSA and ECHA
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https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/publicconsultation2/a0l1v00000E7RMa/pc0086
https://echa.europa.eu/harmonised-classification-and-labelling-consultation/-/substance-rev/66802/term


EFSA: A submission requires deep 
knowledge + time

The form for submissions and the size of the Renewal Assessment Report (link)
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https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/publicconsultation2/a0l1v00000E7RMa/pc0086


EFSA: Submissions need to follow instructions
Reduces the amount of superficial commentary and encourages high-quality comments 
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Source: EFSA‘s description of „Scope of Consultation“ (link)
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https://connect.efsa.europa.eu/RM/s/publicconsultation2/a0l1v00000E7RMa/pc0086


EFSA: Issue matter for commentary is pre-defined 
This encourages submission of technical content by issue experts
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Comment submitters 
need to select a specific 
data point for their 
commentary. 
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EFSA: Comments must refer to the specific section of the 
Assessment Report
This requires a deeper understanding of the Assessment Report.  
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EFSA: Comments and 
attachments need to be 
copy-right cleared

EFSA will publish all comments including third-party content 
that is referenced in submissions 
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ECHA

Hazard 
assessment and 
classification 

Regulation (EC) 
No 1272/2008



ECHA: Issue matter for commentary is pre-defined 
Submissions require a deeper understanding of the subject matter. Link to ECHA commenting-page on dossier proposing 
harmonised classification and labelling of glyphosate (link)
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https://comments.echa.europa.eu/comments_cms/AnnexXVCLH.aspx?RObjectId=0b0236e185e41a77


ECHA: Submission of supporting material permitted 
Relevance of supporting material has to be justified and referred to in commentary
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ECHA: Attachments without comments may not be taken 
into account Reduces the impact of superficial commentary and encourages high-quality comments 
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Summary • Submitters of commentary need to fill out a pre-defined form
and select the subject matter they want to comment upon.

• Submitters of commentary need a deeper understanding of
the dossier and science.

Comments will not be considered if they:

• Are not related to the contents of the document or scope of
the consultation;

• Contain complaints against institutions, personal accusations,
irrelevant or offensive statements or material;

• Are related to policy or risk management aspects, which are
out of the scope of EFSA's activity.
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