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This leaflet is to help explain how and HO\I\/ are we ma\qwa

why we at Monmouthshire County

Council (Mon CC) are making changes ﬂ/‘g Cl’MWﬂeS?
to the management of verges and

public spaces throughout the County.

With our partners, Nature Isn’t Neat, By changing the cutting regimes.
we have looked at specific areas More areas under meadow
in Monmouth Town to trial these management (annual cut and
changes and will be monitoring the collect later in the season). This
results. will help annual plants to complete
their lifecycle. Flowers provide
The primary objectives for these food for pollinators and delaying
changes are to increase habitats for the cutting will allow the seeds to
pollinators, food sources, shelter, set to ensure next year’s flowers.

hibernation sites and the opportunity
to reproduce and increase
populations. Our partners in Nature
Isn’t Neat pilot project aim to raise
awareness of the need for pollinators
and ways in which we can help, W
together with their partners

we identified areas within

Monmouth Town for improvement. \ # x
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Removal of cuttings (after seeds
have set) removes nutrients from
the soil, slowing the growth of
competitive grasses.

The trial also supports the legal
obligations and duties as a public
authority to manage the
environment sustainably. Over

time, we will adapt how we work in
response the monitoring. This is part
of the ongoing approach in how we
work with the environment.

Importantly, this is not a cost Where meadow management is not
cutting exercise; we are working appropriate or possible, we can adjust
differently, not less. the cutting regime to have other

environmental benefits.
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Nature Isn’t Neat mowing regimes in
Monmouth Town will include a lower
frequency of cuts and a raised cutting

height under all trees with a 1m radius (no
cut) protection zone area around the base

of all established trees. Areas selected for
single cut and collect after mid-August will
be marked out with stakes. We will cut and
create wavy edges in larger open spaces and
round off the corners; this will allow different
species to benefit from the differing aspects
and outline. Where practical we will include
reduced mowing on slopes but only

when safe.

Tm protection zone (no mow)

Drip line - Raised height lower frequency

Whal are we doing about
the use of herbicides?

It is now understood that Glyphosate has a
detrimental impact on the health of insects
including pollinators. Use of Glyphosate

to prepare urban wildflower displays is
counterproductive. Urban displays should
be prepared without the use of herbicides
and monitored for change. We will no longer
apply herbicides around the base of trees
and will only use it where essential applying
less often and with reduced strength, with
greater care being taken to reduce drifting
and over spraying.

Whal ave The benefils of
{hese changes?

Changes such as these have benefits for the
environment and people, such as allowing
plants to complete their life cycle, providing
food for pollinators, increasing number of
habitats. Lower frequency cutting allows
better root development, less mowing
reduces soil compaction improving plant
health and both of these improve the
resilience to drought and flooding. Other
benefits include greater carbon storage

in the soil and plants, increase of oxygen,
improved capacity to absorb water.
Reduction in water runoff and greater
absorption of pollutants will help improve our
mental and physical health.

Things That will not change

Visibility sight lines along road junctions will
always be in place mowing along edges of
paths, 2m wide cut alongside major paths
and 1m wide cut along minor paths and litter
picking before mowing will all be maintained.
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