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His Highness the Amir of State of Qatar Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani met with Senator 
from Kansas State in the friendly United States 
of America Dr Roger Marshall, on the occasion 
of his visit to the country, at his Amiri Diwan 
office on Monday.

During the meeting, they reviewed the stra-
tegic relations of friendship and cooperation 
between Qatar and the US, in addition to ex-
changing views on regional and international 
developments.

Dr Roger Marshall, handed to HH the Amir 
the US Senate’s decision, which included the 
Senate thanks and appreciation to the State of 
Qatar for its efforts and decisive role in help-
ing the United States to evacuate thousands of 
people , its citizens,  permanent legal residents 
and Afghans at risk and their families, as well 
as Qatar’s pivotal role in harboring thousands 

of people who were evacuated.
For his part, HH the Amir thanked the Sen-

ate for this decision, reaffirming Qatar’s per-

manent position on supporting international 
humanitarian work and making all efforts to 
bring peace in the region and the world.

Amir meets US senator
US Senate thanks Qatar for 
helping evacuate thousands  
of people from Afghanistan
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Prime Minister and Minister of In-
terior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa 
bin Abdulaziz Al Thani inaugurated 
the 19th edition of Doha Jewellery & 
Watches Exhibition (DJWE) at Doha 
Exhibition and Convention Center 
(DECC) on Monday.

The Prime Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior toured the pavilions, 
where he was briefed on the most 
prominent collections displayed by 
Qatari and international companies 
participating in the exhibition. His 

Excellency was also briefed on the 
most important new designs of jew-
ellery, watches, and rare gemstones.

The opening ceremony was at-
tended by a number of sheikhs and 
ministers, a number of members of 
the diplomatic corps accredited to 
the state and a number of senior of-
ficials and businessmen, as well as 
representatives of exhibiting com-
panies.

The opening of the DJWE was at-
tended by the biggest names in Bolly-
wood, alongside Irina Shayk, Nasser 
Al Attiyah, Mutaz Barsham and other 
celebrities.

  Unique to this year’s edition is an 
auditory element to the DJWE cam-
paign, as an exclusive musical score 
is created by famed Qatari composer, 
Ms Dana Al Fardan.

Over the coming six days, visi-
tors to the exhibition will be treated 
to an extensive display of luxury col-
lections from over 500 brands, with 
local and international designers 
brought together under one roof. 
Visitors can expect to marvel at the 
exquisite craftsmanship from the 
most prominent jewellers, limited 
edition collections and extraordinary 
showpieces. pages 15 & 16

PM inaugurates DJWE

According to Amiri Decision No (13) of 
2023, establishing and organizing commit-
tee for the 21st Asian Games -- Doha 2030, 
Qatar is preparing to organize an exceptional 
edition in 2030, affirming its full leader-
ship in the world of sports at the level of 
all games. Qatar seeks to draw a new road 
map for sports creativity by organizing the 
second edition in its history, the 21st in the 
history of Asian Games, after the distinctive 
edition organized by Qatar in 2006. Qatar 
achieved a lot of success by presenting 
distinguished champions in various sports, 
who won medals and wrote their country’s 
name in the heroes’ records. Qatar relies 
heavily on its great capabilities, and the 
accumulation of experiences in organizing 
various sporting events, exceeding 500 
championships and event at all levels, led by 
the largest and most prominent event in the 
world, the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 held 
last November and December. page 6

Asian Games 2030: 
Qatar readies to  
dazzle again

Shura discusses efforts to develop educational system
QNA
Doha

The Shura Council on Monday dis-
cussed the most important educa-
tional issues, especially in terms of 
education development initiatives, 
implementation of the relevant 
ministry’s strategic plans, teacher’s 
training, education for people with 
disabilities, achievements and fu-
ture plans

Chaired by Speaker HE Hassan 
bin Abdullah Al Ghanim, the Shura 
Council discussed educational is-
sues in the presence of Minister of 
Education and Higher Education 

HE Buthaina bint Ali Al Jabr Al Nu-
aimi.

The minister highlighted some 
relevant educational statistics and 
indicators, as the number of stu-
dents in the general education ex-
ceeds 326,000 students distributed 
in about 600 schools, while the 
number of higher education stu-
dents reach more than 35,000 in 33 
university educational institutions.

She also revealed the progress 
made by the educational system 
during the past fifteen years in terms 
of academic and cognitive achieve-
ment, which is reflected in the in-
ternational tests for students, as it 

reached (414 points in mathemat-
ics, up from 318), in reading (407 
points, up from 312), and in science 
(419 points up from 349), according 
to the Programme for International 
Student Assessment (PISA).

In a related context, she referred 
to the expansion of the establish-
ment of private schools, the devel-
opment of curricular standards and 
national professional standards for 
teachers, the launch of training pro-
grams for educational cadres, in ad-
dition to licensing and accreditation 
for all school employees.

New powerful 
earthquakes 
rock Turkey 
and Syria
A 6.4 magnitude earthquake 
struck the Turkey-Syria border 
region after it was devastated 
earlier this month by temblors 
that killed more than 47,000 
people. 

Monday’s aftershock in 
Turkey’s Hatay province was at 
a depth of 2km (1.2 miles), the 
European Mediterranean Seis-
mological Centre said.

The quake hit the town of 
Defne at 8:04pm (17:04 GMT) 
and was strongly felt in the 
cities of Antakya and Adana, 
200km to the north.

A second magnitude 5.8 
centred in Samandag district of 
Hatay shook the region several 
minutes later, Turkey’s disaster 

management agency said.
There were no immedi-

ate reports of casualties. Tur-
key’s state-run Anadolu news 
agency said the temblors were 
felt in Syria, Jordan, Israel and 
Egypt. 

Hatay province is on the 
Mediterranean Sea and the dis-
aster agency said the sea level 
could rise by 50cm, warning 
people to stay away from the 
coast. (Agencies) page 8

People react after a 6.4 magni-
tude earthquake hit in Antakya, 
southern Turkey, on Monday.

Continued on page 2 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs HE Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani met with HE the 
United Kingdom’s Secretary of State for 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development 
Affairs James Cleverly in London on Mon-
day. During the meeting, they discussed 
bilateral relations and the ways to support 
and develop them, in addition to regional 
and international developments, particu-
larly the humanitarian situation in Turkey 
and Syria after the earthquake, the latest 
developments in the Iranian nuclear file, 
and the crisis between Russia and Ukraine. 
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
was signed regarding the establishment of 
a strategic dialogue between Qatar and the 
United Kingdom. (QNA)

Qatar, UK sign MoU 
for strategic dialogue

QatarEnergy to take 
over all marketing  
activities managed 
by Qatargas (PG 9 )
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Amir sends greetings to 
Bangladesh president-elect
The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a cable of congratulations to Mohammad Sha-
habuddin on his election as the president of Bangladesh, 
wishing him success and further development and growth 
in the relations between the two countries. (QNA)

Amir sends message to 
Algerian president
The Amir His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani 
has sent a written message to President of Algeria Abdel-
madjid Tebboune pertaining to bilateral relations and the 
emeans to develop them. Assistant Foreign Minister for Re-
gional Affairs HE Dr Mohammed bin Abdulaziz bin Salih Al 
Khulaifi handed over the message to the Algerian president 
during a meeting in Algiers on Monday. During the meeting, 
they discussed the two countries’ bilateral ties. (QNA)

Deputy Amir congratulates 
Bangladesh president-elect 
The Deputy Amir His Highness Sheikh Abdullah bin Hamad 
Al Thani sent a cable of congratulations to Mohammad 
Shahabuddin on his election as president of Bangladesh. 
(QNA)

Tunisian president meets 
assistant FM 
President of Tunisia Kais Saied met with Assistant 
Foreign Minister for Regional Affairs HE Dr Mohammed 
bin Abdulaziz bin Salih Al Khulaifi in Tunis on Monday. The 
assistant FM conveyed the greetings of the Amir His High-
ness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani to the president 
and wishes of further progress and development to the 
Tunisian people. For his part, the president entrusted the 
Assistant Foreign Minister with his greetings to HH the 
Amir, wishing him good health and happiness, and contin-
ued progress and prosperity for the Qatari people. During 
the meeting, they reviewed bilateral relations between the 
two countries. (QNA)

Quick read
AMIR PRESENTS AMBASSADOR OF NIGER WITH 

AL WAJBAH DECORATION

AMIR MEETS AMBASSADOR OF CHAD

Ministry strengthens focus on improving quality of education: Minister
The minister confirmed that 
since 2018, the ministry has 
strengthened the focus on im-
proving the quality of educa-
tion in the country, especially 
with regard to granting fair 
opportunities for all learners 
to enrol in high-quality edu-
cational programmes, training 
the workforce to be efficient 
and qualified, characterised by 
performance and commitment 
to work ethics.

She indicated that there are 
four main axes for the develop-
ment of the educational system 
in the State of Qatar, stemming 
from the four pillars of the Qa-
tar National Vision 2030.

The minister explained 
that the first axis is students, 
in which their capabilities are 
strengthened and they acquire 
the basic and necessary skills 
to keep pace with the require-
ments of reality, instilling in 
them the values of the Qa-
tari identity, developing and 
strengthening them.

She pointed out that the 
second axis is related to teach-
ers, as it aims to attract, train 
and develop them, pay atten-
tion to those with international 
competencies, and find various 
options for professional devel-
opment.

With regard to the third 
axis, she indicated that it focus-
es on schools, seeking to be safe, 
advanced and attractive, devel-
oping early education services 
and raising enrolment rates, 
and building a comprehensive 
educational experience, aiming 
to improve the quality of school 
life for students.

On the fourth axis, the min-
ister explained that it focuses 
on the ministry through de-
veloping institutional capaci-
ties, while ensuring the high-
est level of transparency and 
accountability, and building 
partnerships with families, and 

the public and private sectors, 
in order to achieve efficiency, 
equality, inclusiveness, growth 
and innovation in the educa-
tional system.

She also touched on the var-
ious initiatives of the ministry, 
which stem from the four main 
axes, and efforts to enhance the 
educational process in line with 
Qatar National Vision 2030, 
reviewing the most important 
of these initiatives, their objec-
tives and foundations.

She stressed that the min-
istry took into account a num-
ber of guiding principles when 
designing the initiatives, the 
most important of which is not 
to neglect any student, and to 
promote public schools as a 
preferred choice for students, 
and to ensure a well-organised 
private sector, based on its be-
ing a partner in the educational 
process, as well as improving 
the quality and efficiency of the 
entire system.

She also affirmed the min-
istry’s keenness to attract qual-
ified teachers, focus on Qataris 
among them, build and develop 
their capabilities, and provide 
them with the necessary tools 
and capabilities to enable them 
to teach according to the high-
est quality standards.

She noted the ministry’s 
interest in people with disabili-
ties, by integrating them into 
the educational process, and 
creating a suitable environ-
ment for them to enhance their 
capabilities and provide them 
with all support.

Within this framework, 
the minister referred to the 
establishment of a number of 
specialised schools for people 
with disabilities, including Al-
Hedaya Schools, which seeks 
to make a quantum leap by 
providing a range of specialised 
programs in the fields of behav-
ioural therapy, physiotherapy, 
and other specialised academic 
programs.

She also referred to the 
ministry’s efforts to integrate 
students with disabilities, 
through programs and plans 
that seek to provide them with 
the necessary skills that enable 
them to enter the labour mar-
ket, and to represent an added 
value in society.

She indicated that the Min-
istry of Education and Higher 
Education pays attention to 
creativity and constructive 
initiatives that promote self-
reliance, based on the fact that 
education is a fundamental pil-
lar in development.

She pointed out the min-
istry’s interest in governance, 
digital transformation and the 
speed of launching e-learning, 
indicating in this regard that 
Qatar was one of the first coun-
tries to invest in the technology 
sector since 2012. In response 
to several inquiries of mem-
bers of the Shura Council, the 
minister affirmed the minis-
try’s keenness to enhance the 
teacher’s status, and to pay at-
tention to the comprehensive 
and periodic evaluation of the 
educational system, to ensure 
the quality of education and 
address any deficiencies if the 
need arises.

She noted that during the 
process of reviewing, the cur-
ricula’s distinctiveness and ac-
cordance to the highest levels 
has become clear to the minis-
try, indicating that the problem 
lay in the delivery of informa-
tion and teaching and the pro-
motion of these skills. Training 
teachers and enabling them 
to deliver information in the 
required manner is one of the 
main initiatives of the ministry, 
she added.

She emphasised the Min-
istry of Education and Higher 
Education’s keenness to ensure 
that every child is in school, 
noting that 70 schools have 
been rehabilitated to be centres 
for the integration of students 
with disabilities and the pro-
vision of specialists to identify 
cases that require early inter-
vention and follow-up.

She explained that the 
school calendar, which extends 
over 180 days, is considered 
normal and appropriate to ac-
cess skills and information, and 
meets the required standards.

In her response to a ques-
tion related to the decrease in 
the number of Qatari teachers, 
she pointed out that this issue 
is not limited to Qatar, explain-

ing that it is a problem afflict-
ing the countries of the region 
and the world, as the teaching 
profession is not the first choice 
for young people for several 
reasons, including the nature 
of the work, despite the allow-
ances and privileges for teach-
ers in appreciation of the effort 
they make.

In a related context, she 
addressed the ‘Tomouh’ (Am-
bition) program, which adopts 
high school certificate holders 
to join the teaching profes-
sion after graduating from the 
College of Education at Qatar 
University, adding that the pro-
gram succeeded in providing 
schools with a large number of 
teachers from both genders.

Commenting on the pres-
entation, Speaker of the Shura 
Council HE Hassan bin Ab-
dullah Al Ghanim stressed the 
need to increase the number 
of Qatari teachers, work to en-
hance the school environment, 
and to find appropriate solu-
tions to overcome the difficul-
ties that prevent this from be-
ing achieved.

He focused on the role of 
the family in the educational 
process, pointing out the im-
portance of instilling the values 
of national identity in students, 
and focusing on private schools 
in this aspect.

He affirmed the council’s 
keenness to support the min-

istry and provide everything 
necessary to achieve its lofty 
mission in finding high-quality 
education that contributes to 
achieving development and 
building the bright future of 
Qatar.

For their part, members 
of the Shura Council valued 
the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education role, affirm-
ing their keenness to support 
the ministry in its efforts to en-
hance the educational process, 
and focused during their in-
terventions on developing and 
revising curricula, Qatarisation 
of teaching jobs, motivating 
and training teachers, and edu-
cating people with disabilities.

Members of the Shura 
Council also emphasised the 
importance of drawing plans 
and implementing educational 
initiatives in line with the great 
significance that the country 
places on education, consider-
ing that it is the basis for the 
development of the human 
element, the most important 
tributary for achieving sustain-
able development, and an inte-
gral part of the Qatar National 
Vision.

The members of the Shura 
Council noted the need to train 
and qualify the teachers, pro-
mote national identity, and 
instil Islamic values in young 
adults calling for expanding the 
supervisory role of the MOEHE 
over private and international 
schools. Council members em-
phasised the need to support 
and attract Qatari teachers, re-
moving any obstacle that may 
stand in their way.

They stressed the impor-
tance of continuing to provide 
qualitative education for peo-
ple with disabilities and pro-
mote their educational oppor-
tunities, integrate them, and 
provide them with a suitable 
learning environment, out of 
the state’s care for them and its 
endeavour to empower them.

The Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on 
Monday met with Ambassador of 
the Republic of Niger HE Embarak 
Boubacar Hassan, who called on 
HH the Amir to greet him on the 
occasion of the end of his tenure 
in the country. HH the Amir 
awarded the ambassador with Al 
Wajbah Decoration in recognition 
of his contribution to promoting 
the bilateral relations between 
Qatar and Niger, wishing him 
success in his future assignments 
and further progress in the rela-
tions between the two countries. 
For his part, the ambassador 
thanked HH the Amir and the 
State’s officials for the coopera-
tion accorded to him, which con-
tributed to the success of his tour 
of duty in the country. (QNA)

The Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani on 
Monday met with Ambassador of 
Chad to Qatar HE Dr Ali Sossal 
Brahim who called on HH the 
Amir to greet him on the occa-
sion of the end of his tenure in 
the country. HH the Amir wished 
the ambassador success in his 
future assignments and further 
progress in the relations between 
the two countries. For his part, 
the ambassador thanked HH the 
Amir and the State’s officials for 
the cooperation he received that 
contributed to the success of his 
work in the country. (QNA)

hamad bin suhaim al thani chairman
adel ali bin ali managing director
dr hassan mohammed ansari editor-in-chiefEstablished September 3, 2006

Continued from page 1  The minister explained that 
the first axis is students, in 
which their capabilities are 
strengthened and they 
acquire the basic and nec-
essary skills to keep pace 
with the requirements of 
reality, instilling in them 
the values of the Qatari 
identity, developing and 
strengthening them.
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Qatar National Library has 
announced the launch of its 
new mobile app, as part of its 
mission to deliver exceptional 
digital library experiences. 

The QNL app is designed 
to engage users, keep them 
informed about the Library’s 
services and provide on-the-go 
access to resources and infor-
mation. With its seamless inte-
grations, the app offers patrons 
an innovative and convenient 
way to connect with the Library 
and its resources.

The QNL app is a one-stop-
shop for library members, pro-
viding quick and easy access 
to the Library’s vast collection 
of information and resources. 
This includes immediate access 
to e-books and audiobooks, as 
well as newspapers and maga-
zines from around the world. It 
also gives users instant access 
to online resources for aca-
demic purposes and for chil-
dren and young adults directly 
on the app, without the need to 
login every time! 

Users can also use the app 
to search for print books, book 
a room, send questions to QNL 
librarians, and much more. 
Furthermore, the app features 

real-time notifications, infor-
mation about upcoming events, 
and important information, 
ensuring that users stay up-to-
date with the latest news from 
the Library. 

The mobile app is a testa-
ment to the Library’s commit-
ment to promoting innovative 
technology and enhancing the 
user experience. With its user-
friendly interface and intuitive 
design, the app makes it easy 
for users to find what they are 
looking for and access Library 

resources from anywhere, at 
any time.

“The Library is committed 
to increasing access to its col-
lections and broadening the 
reach of its services and this 
app demonstrates our commit-
ment to engaging with the mo-
bile community,” said Nasser 
Al-Ansari, Director of IT Op-
erations & Infrastructure. 

“We understand the impor-
tance of staying ahead of the 
curve when it comes to digital 
technology, that’s why with the 

launch of our new mobile app, 
we are making it easier for pa-
trons to access our resources 
and services and connect with 
the Library in new ways.” 

The Library is dedicated to 
promoting innovative technol-
ogy for the benefit of members, 
increasing accessibility and 
transforming the way they ac-
cess information and engage 
with the Library’s resources 
and services. The QNL app is 
free and available for download 
globally on iOS devices from 
the App Store and for Android 
from Google Play.

Tribune News Network
Doha

The Primary Health Care 
Corporation (PHCC) provides 
the first point of contact in the 
healthcare system in Qatar, 
acting not only as the first point 
in care but also as the principal 
point for continuity of care for 
the community.

With 30 health centres 
across the country, the PHCC 
provides primary care services 
including a general practice -- 
where you can be seen by your 
family physician -- vaccina-
tions, optometry, urgent care 
services and other services.

The family physician will 
provide you with essential 
medical care and preventive 
care services, such as routine 
checkups, immunization and 
screening tests. Depending on 
the nature of the health con-
dition, you may be referred to 
a specialist or secondary care 
services. The team also  man-

ages those with multiple or 
long-term conditions. 

To register for PHCC ser-
vices, you need to apply for a 
health card.

You can do this in person at 
your nearest   Primary Health 
Care Centre or online via Hu-
koomi. The card costs an an-
nual fee of QR100 for expat 
residents and QR50 for Qatari 
nationals. To apply for a card, 
you will need to provide:

• Passport/valid ID
• Valid residence permit

• 2 passport-size photo-
graphs

• Proof of address (e.g., a re-
cent utility bill or rent contract)

•Vaccination card (children 
only)

• ID of your sponsor (do-
mestic staff only)

Once registered, you can 
access PHCC services by book-
ing an appointment via the 
PHCC Naraakom app or by 
calling 107. You have the op-
tion of booking a face to face or 
a virtual appointment.

Alternatively, you can call 
16000 for an urgent telephone 
or video consultation with the 
physician during the hours of 
7am to 11pm. A nurse-led tel-
ephone triage service is also 
available from 11pm to 7am 
which will lead patients to ap-
propriate services, such as 
PHCC 24hr Urgent Care ser-
vices, based on their needs.

PHCC also provides urgent 
care services for non-threaten-
ing medical conditions requir-
ing immediate attention, such 
as minor burns, sprains, severe 
headache or earache, high fe-
ver, dehydration, and dizzi-
ness. PHCC provides a walk in 
24-hour Urgent Care Service at 
the following  health centres: 
Rawdat Al Khail, Al Rayyan, 
Al Kaaban, Al Sheehaniya, Al 
Ruwais, Muaither, Abu Bakr Al 
Siddiq, Um Salal and Al Mashaf. 

For more information 
about PHCC and the services 
available, visit: www.phcc.gov.
qa.

Qatar National Library launches mobile 
app to allow users seamless access

Accessing primary care services in Qatar

Tribune News Network
Doha

Relief efforts of the Humani-
tarian Funds of the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
in Turkey and Syria continue, 
as Sheikh Abdul Aziz bin Abdul 
Rahman Hassan Al Thani, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of 
the Humanitarian Funds of the 
OIC in Doha, supervised the 
distribution of aid to the earth-
quake victims.

Sheikh Abdul Aziz and the 
accompanying delegation also 
inspected the condition of those 
affected by the disaster and as-
sessed their needs.

Sheikh Abdul Aziz said his 
visit was very important in con-
veying the suffering of the af-
fected people to the Arab and 
Islamic world, as well as “in 
doing our part in a big way to 
support the brothers in Turkey 
and Syria”. He indicated that 
the extent of the destruction he 
witnessed was huge and could 
not be described by words, and 
that the Humanitarian Funds 
would seek to provide all forms 
of support and aid. He thanked 
Qatar for its urgent intervention, 
as well as of all Arab and Islamic 
countries.

Sheikh Abdulaziz expressed 
his thanks and appreciation to 
the Amir His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, 
the Father Amir His Highness 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al 
Thani, who have sponsored 
these funds since their inception, 
as well as the Qatari Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs for its unlimited 
support for the programmes.

He added: “The support of 
His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, the Amir of the 
State of Qatar, was the reason for 
the funds to have a distinguished 
headquarters to carry out their 
role to the fullest extent in Qatar. 
The State of Qatar, under its wise 
leadership, is one of the leading 
countries in the field of regional 
and international humanitarian 
work, and it enjoys a prominent 
position in this aspect thanks to 
its humanitarian and charitable 
institutions.” 

The teams of Humanitar-
ian Funds continue to provide 

aid that includes tents, blankets, 
medical and in-kind aid, and 
emergency food in Kilis, Gazi-
antep, Hatay, Rehaniyeh and 
Iskenderun, as well as the Syrian 
border areas that were greatly af-
fected by the earthquake.

The Humanitarian Funds 
seek to implement their develop-
ment and relief projects through 
concluding international stra-
tegic partnerships to serve the 
humanitarian work, as the funds 
of the OIC reached several in-
ternational strategic partner-
ships during official visits with 
a delegation headed by Sheikh 
Dr Abdulaziz bin Abdul Rahman 
Hassan Al Thani.

Tribune News Network
Doha

The Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry (MoCI), in co-
operation with Nasser Bin 
Khaled Automobiles, Qatar’s 
Mercedes-Benz dealership, 
has announced the recall of 
Mercedes-Benz GLE and M 
Class, 2011-2017 models, as 
water may seep into the rear 
area of the vehicle and accumu-
late over time in the spare tire 
compartment and the collected 

water may rub against the fuel 
pump control unit, which can 
affect the engine.

The ministry said the recall 
campaign is part of its ongoing 
efforts to protect consumers 
and ensure that car dealers fol-
low up on vehicle defects and 
repairs.

The ministry said that it 
will coordinate with the deal-
er to follow up on the main-
tenance and repair works 
and will communicate with 
customers to ensure that the 

necessary repairs are carried 
out. 

The ministry urged all cus-
tomers to report any violations 
to its Consumer Protection 
and Anti-Commercial Fraud 
Department, which processes 
complaints, inquiries and sug-
gestions through Call Centre: 
16001, email: info@moci.gov.
qa, Twitter @MOCIQATAR, In-
stagram MOCIQATAR and the 
ministry’s mobile application 
available on iPhone and An-
droid devices MOCI_QATAR

Sheikh Abdulaziz oversees 
relief efforts of Humanitarian 
Funds in Turkey and Syria

MoCI recalls Mercedes-Benz GLE 
and M Class 2011-2017 models

Qatar’s GAB now a 
member of global 
accreditation body
Tribune News network

Doha

Qatar-based Global Ac-
creditation Bureau (GAB) has 
become a member of the Inter-
national Accreditation Forum 
(IAF) – the global association of 
accreditation bodies, represent-
atives of third-party conformity 
assessment bodies and accredi-
tation bodies and stakeholders. 

GAB is the first and only ac-
creditation body in Qatar that 
provides accreditation services 
to third-party certification bod-
ies that certify compliance of 
management systems of organi-
sations with ISO 9001 (Quality 
Management), ISO 14001, (En-
vironmental Management), ISO 
45001 (Occupational Health 
and Safety Management) and 
ISO/IEC 17025 for laboratories 
and ISO 14065 (Validation/ 
verification of environmental 
information including green-
house gas assertions) standards 
accepted worldwide.

GAB’s inclusion as an Ac-
creditation Body Member of 
IAF will enhance GAB’s inter-
national recognition and ac-
ceptability, and also allow GAB 
to contribute to and participate 
in the activities of IAF through 
its various committees. GAB’s 
latest IAF membership adds on 
to its previously attained status 
of being the Associate Member 
of Asia Pacific Accreditation Co-
operation (APAC). 

With the recent approval 
from IAF, GAB is now the first 
and only member of IAF, legally 
established and headquartered 
in Qatar, providing accredita-
tion services to conformity as-
sessment bodies which offer 
third-party certification to cli-
ents as per applicable inter-
national standards. The scope 
of accreditations covered un-
der IAF include management 
systems certification, product 
certification, personnel certifi-
cation, validation, and verifica-
tion, etc.

Commenting on IAF’s latest 
recognition of GAB as an ac-
creditation body member, Dr. 
Yousef Alhorr, Founding Chair-
man of GAB said, “The rationale 
behind GAB’s establishment as 
an accreditation body native to 
Qatar was to have a robust ac-
creditation process in Qatar to 
ensure that the third-party cer-
tification process – which con-

tributes to the quality of goods 
and services offered by certi-
fied organisations in Qatar’s 
fast-growing economy – is also 
under the oversight of a local 
body. GAB’s latest recognition 
by International Accreditation 
Forum as an accreditation body 
member reflects the strength 
and integrity of GAB’s accredi-
tation programme.”

Within MENA region, GAB 
is the first and only accreditation 
body that provides accredita-
tion for validation and verifica-
tion bodies in accordance with 
ISO 17029 and ISO 14065 for 
validation/verification of envi-
ronmental information includ-
ing greenhouse gas (GHG) as-
sertions. GAB is among MENA 
region’s leading accreditation 
bodies providing accreditation 
services to third-party conform-
ity assessment bodies. 

In assessing the certifica-
tion bodies, GAB’s resources 
and evaluation framework are 
in accordance with applicable 
international standards to en-
sure technical competence and 
integrity of the conformity as-
sessment process followed by 
the conformity assessment 
bodies. GAB’s accreditation 
services are rendered in compli-
ance with international stand-
ard ISO/IEC 17011 “Conformity 
assessment – Requirements for 
accreditation bodies accred-
iting conformity assessment 
bodies”.

ATTORNEY-GENERAL MEETS 
CHIEF OMBUDSMAN of Turkey

Attorney-General HE Dr Issa bin Saad Al Jafali Al Nuaimi met with Chief Ombudsman at the Ombudsman 
Institution of the Grand National Assembly of Turkey Seref Malkoc and his accompanying delegation, in Doha 
on Monday. During the meeting, they discussed issues of common interest and ways to enhance them. (QNA)

Dr. Yousef Alhorr, founding chair-
man of GAB
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Assistant Foreign Minister HE Lolwah bint Rashid Al Khater met with Ambassador of Egypt to Qatar HE 
Amr Kamal El-Din El-Sherbiny in Doha on Monday. During the meeting, they discussed the relations and 
the latest regional and international developments, especially the humanitarian situation in Turkiye and 
Syria, as well as the Afghan file. (QNA)

elev8 organises metaverse 
webinar for leaders of pvt &
public sector firms in Qatar

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

WITH the objective of sharing 
insights into the rapidly devel-
oping world of the metaverse, 
elev8, a global learning partner 
in providing digital skill solutions 
and transformative education, 
hosted recently an engaging we-
binar on ‘Metaverse in the Mid-
dle East: Business Applications & 
Opportunities’. 

Covering the future frontiers 
of the metaverse, the webinar 
detailed the growth of the digi-
tal technology, case studies of 
organisations successfully capi-
talising upon the metaverse’s 
features and practical ways in 
which businesses can implement 
the solution to create withstand-
ing value. 

elev8’s hosting of Metaverse 
in the Middle East is an exten-
sion of the organisation’s mission 
to help large enterprises and gov-
ernments upskill their workforce 
and proactively utilise the latest, 
cutting-edge digital technologies.

Lasse Rouhiainen, a best-
selling author and international 
expert on the metaverse, artificial 
intelligence and disruptive tech-

nologies, led the webinar, iden-
tifying the metaverse’s limitless 
potential for growth. 

Rouhiainen, who has given 
keynote presentations and con-
ducted seminars in more than 16 
countries across the world, also 
explained the metaverse’s abil-
ity to improve efficiency in a va-
riety of sectors. Rouhiainen also 
discussed the requirement for 
upskilling and recruiting to close 
skills gaps in preparation for a fu-
ture-ready metaverse workplace. 

Metaverse in the Middle East 
was attended by more than 55 
participants working in a variety 
of sectors across Qatar, including 
finance, telecommunications, 
oil and gas, education, construc-
tion and public ministries, in 

addition to developers, system 
administrators, analysts, digi-
tal engineers, project managers, 
and senior business officials all 
attending the webinar. Partici-
pants were able to learn about 
how the next Internet evolution 
would shape their careers and 
the sectors they work within.

Maria Balbas, president 
at elev8 and executive vice-
president of YNV Tech Talent, 
affirmed the metaverse webi-
nar’s success.

She said, “With organisations 
aware of the limitless potential 
available within the metaverse, 
we aim to empower people with 
the skills necessary to ensure 
they can successfully transition 
to the jobs of the future.”

EAQC joins hands with QU 
at 2nd World Congress for 
Engineering & Technology

TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK
DOHA

ENGINEERS Australia Qatar 
Chapter (EAQC) partnered with 
Qatar University (QU) in a four-
day World Congress for Engi-
neering and Technology, which 
comprised the 2nd International 
Conference on Civil Infrastruc-
ture and Construction (CIC 
2023) and the 15th International 
Conference on Vibration Prob-
lems (ICOVP 2023).

The global event was organ-
ised by QU under the patronage 
of Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani, 
in collaboration with Public 
Works Authority (Ashghal), the 
Ministry of Municipality, and 
the Ministry of Environment and 
Climate Change. 

The programme was attend-
ed by industry leaders, policy 
makers and key figures, along 
with a number of professional 
partners from engineering or-
ganisations and societies inside 
and outside Qatar. During the 
forum, keynote speakers, pro-
fessors, scholars and engineers 
from around the globe delivered 
keynote speeches and lectures. 
Notable among them were: Lauri 
Koskela, professor of Construc-
tion and Project Management 
at Huddersfield University, UK; 
Mariah Lehman, ASCE presi-
dent, USA; and Rafat Siddique, 
dean of Research and Projects at 
Thapar Institute of Engineering 
and Technology, India.

The aim of the conference 
was to provide a platform to 
report and discuss the recent 
advances and developments in 
infrastructure and construc-
tion besides urban planning and 
design for society’s wellbeing. 

Furthermore, the conference 
provided a forum to discuss chal-
lenges and developments associ-
ated with the environment and 
climate change.

Tamer Naguib, president of 
EAQC, stated that international 
conferences like CIC 2023 pro-
vide the right platform to discuss 
and explore innovative ideas in 
civil infrastructure and construc-
tion disciplines, and  a forum to 
encourage research and imple-
mentation of best practices in 
those domains.

Engineers Australia high-
lighted the Recognition Agree-
ment between Engineers Aus-
tralia Qatar Chapter and Ministry 
of Municipality where Engineers 
Australia Chartered status is of-
ficially recognised by the Minis-
try, meaning that any Chartered 
member of Engineers Australia 
applying to be a registered engi-
neer in Qatar is exempted from 
the Ministry’s assessment exam 
administered by the Committee 
for Accreditation of Engineers 
and Consultancy Offices.

Engineers Australia, being a 
professional partner at the con-
ference, showcased its activities 

at its booth which was visited 
by numerous dignitaries, nota-
bly HE Jonathan Muir, Austral-
ian Ambassador to Qatar, and 
Professor Dr Saud Abdul Ghani 
aka Dr Cool, who is the brain 
behind outdoor air-conditioning 
of FIFA stadiums, among oth-
ers. The government of Western 
Australia, Medgulf Construction 
Company (Medgulf), Engineer-
ing Consultants Group (ECG) 
and Consolidated Contractors 
Company (CCC) were also repre-
sented at the Engineers Australia 
booth, being sponsors to the local 
Qatar Chapter.

With around 115,000 indi-
vidual members spread over 120 
countries, Engineers Australia is 
the apex body for the engineer-
ing profession in Australia, being 
the voice of the profession to ad-
vance the science and practice of 
engineering for the benefit of the 
community. Founded in 1919 as 
the Institution of Engineers Aus-
tralia, its work has underpinned 
the progress of its nation for 
more than a century and contin-
ues to shape the future by creat-
ing healthy, secure, prosperous 
and sustainable communities.

OIS hosts slew of events to mark Annual Sports Day 2023
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

OLIVE International School 
(OIS) celebrated its Annual 
Sports Day 2023 with great 
enthusiasm as House T-shirts 
and track-pants marked the 
day’s events. 

The chief guest at Umm 
Salal was Principal Jacob 
Mathew while on the Thu-
mama campus, the chief guest 
was Shalini Rawat, Vice Prin-
cipal of Operations. Anupama 
Sajith, Vice Principal Academ-
ics, was the chief guest on the 
Nuaija campus. 

The day started with the 
PE Department offering a flo-

ral and formal welcome to the 
guests and dignitaries. This 
was followed by the hoisting of 
the school flag, accompanied 
by yoga drill, a power-packed 
drill performance by stu-

dents of grades III to VI, sports 
song, and dance. 

Thereafter, the chief guests 
declared the meet open. The 
students displayed a wide ar-
ray of House-wise energetic 

and bouncy sports events 
ranging from track events in-
cluding 50m race, 100m race, 
200m race, 400m race and 4 
x 50 m relay. All the Houses 
were awarded points on the 
basis of their performances.

The winners of the events 
were awarded medals, tro-
phies and certificates by the 
Principal Jacob Mathew, Vice 
Principals Shalini Rawat and 
Anupama Sajith. 

The Red House was ad-
judged as the winner. The 
chief guest addressed the stu-
dents and highlighted the sig-
nificance of the day, emphasiz-
ing the importance of sports in 
a student’s life. 

Halqa-e-Ahbab celebrates Qatar National Sport Day
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Halqa-e-Ahbab Qatar 
(HAQ), a well-known forum 
of expatriate Pakistanis, or-
ganised various activities at Al 
Bidda Park to celebrate Qatar 
National Sport Day.

More than 300 children 
and adults participated in an 
array of fun-filled sports and 
games activities. The partici-
pants, who were divided into 
senior and junior categories, 
took part in various games like 
long jump, relay race, shoot 
the target, run with buddy etc. 

Separate games and activities 
were organised for young girls 
and women as well.

A colourful prize distri-
bution ceremony was held at 
the end of the six-hour event 
and representatives of differ-

ent forums distributed prizes 
among winners and partici-
pants.

Since its inception, HAQ 
has been focusing its activities 
on youth. Through academic 
and recreational activities it 

has been trying to inculcate 
in them Islamic teachings and 
cultural values. Besides or-
ganising events on Pakistan’s 
national days, HAQ regularly 
celebrates Qatar National Day 
and Qatar National Sport Day.

ASSISTANT FM MEETS EGYPTIAN ENVOY

Australian Ambassador HE Jonathan Muir with President of Engineers 
Australia (Qatar Chapter) Tamer Naguib.

Filipino community joins embassy to mark QNSD
ASHRAF SIDDIQUI

DOHA

FILIPINO community mem-
bers joined the Embassy of the 
Philippines in Qatar to celebrate 
Qatar National Sport Day at the 
Education Centre, Qatar Foun-
dation, on Saturday. The event 
was titled ‘Yantok at Kamao: 
Arnis and Boxing Exhibition’.

Present on the occasion 
were HE Lillibeth V. Pono, am-
bassador of the Philippines to 
Qatar; Abdullah Mohammed 
Al Dosari, president of activi-
ties and events, Qatar Sports 

for All Federation, Ministry of 
Sports and Youth; Serge Van 
Poelvoorde, executive manager, 
Qatar Gymnastics Federation; 
Danijel Saric, Qatar Olympic 
and Sports Museum; Agnes Pa-
gaduan, area manager Philip-
pines Airlines; Dahlia Agbanlog’ 
chairperson, Kulinarya Qatar 
and Greg Loayon, chairman 
Philippines Business Council 
Qatar, besides a number of em-
bassy officials, community lead-
ers and members.

HE Lillibeth V. Pono in her 
address on the occasion said 
that February has a special sig-

nificance in both Qatar and 
Philippines. While Qatar An-
nual Sports Day is celebrated in 
February, National Arts Month 
is celebrated in the same month 
in the Philippines. 

Sports and arts, she added, 
always unify people. “I am very 
happy that officials from vari-
ous institutions are present here 
with us. That indicates the great 
support given to Filipino ac-

tivities. It is also shows that all 
communities in Qatar are living 
together in harmony.”

Abdullah Mohammed Al 
Dosari said that Qatar National 
Sport Day highlights the im-

portance of physical exercise in 
an individual’s life. He thanked 
the Philippine embassy for in-
volving Filipino community 
members in activities marking 
the day and also for inviting 
him.

Talking to Qatar Tribune, 
Greg Loayon, chairman, Philip-
pines BuÅsiness Council, Qatar 
thanked the embassy for organ-
ising a great community event 
to showcase Philippines sports, 
while aligning with Qatar’ vision 
of focusing on the health and 
wellbeing of all its citizens and 
residents.
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Indian Experience

‘Qatar inspires everyone to think big, 
use creative skills to attain success’

“The reason I exercise is for the qual-
ity of life I enjoy.” 
– Kenneth H. Cooper

Some of the biggest resolutions 
of life, they say, sit prettier on 
special occasions. And why 
not? There’s an aura that these 

special days or occasions carry with 
them binding us into solemn actions 
– with the hard resolve to make it 
come what may. The challenges can 
come. Rather, they will. But a reso-
lute being presses on. And on. On a 
path that may test the will and re-
solve but would for sure churn out 
the results.

February 14 presented – to lo-
cals and expatriates – one such big 
occasion. Qatar is one rare example 
where a country has marked a spe-
cial day dedicated to sports – Qatar 
National Sport Day. The first Na-
tional Sport Day was observed in the 
year 2012. The day’s basic objective 
is to promote sports and educate the 
local population on ways to reduce 
health risks associated with sedate 
lifestyle, such as coronary heart dis-
ease and diabetes and so on.

For a sports-loving country that 
has hosted one of the most success-
ful World Cups in FIFA history, the 
following year’s National Sport Day 
carried a special significance. No 
wonder the expatriates, very much 
like the locals, are far greater aware 
of what sports and a physically ac-
tive lifestyle can do to boost our 
health. Qatar Tribune interacted 
with some Indian expatriates to 
find out what resolutions they have 
chalked out to mark this year’s Na-
tional Sport Day. Here’s what they 
told us:

Shafqat Nabi, Brand and Fashion 
Management Professional

For me, being healthy should be 
our lifestyle choice and should come 
in a complete package – right from 
eating (and on-time!) healthy and 
balanced food to surrounding myself 
with positive people to being involved 
in activities that make us feel good. 
Six and a half hours of daily sleep and 
some outdoor activities (at least brisk 
walking, preferably in early morning 
sun) at least five days a week are a 
must. I try to include yoga in my daily 
routine even if it’s for a short time. 

Power-naps 
are a bliss 
too.

W i t h 
this kind 
of lifestyle, 
we do not 
have to try 
harder or 
be a tad 
too calorie-

conscious. And the best part is, even 
if I cheat myself at times, it doesn’t 
hurt much. I end up having the best 
of both worlds!

Aftab A. Siddique, BSF-Q
National Sports Day is an occa-

sion to encourage Qatari citizens 
and expatriates to include exercise 
in their daily regimen with a view to 
moving towards a healthier lifestyle. 
Exercise is defined as physical activ-
ity that you do to make your body 
strong and healthy. May we all get 
inspired to exercise daily so that we 
may be able to live a healthier life.

The main objective of Qatar Na-

tional Sport Day is to promote sports 
and physical activities and enhance 
people’s awareness of their benefits. 
It’s incumbent upon us to educate and 
encourage all to lead a healthy lifestyle 
so as to reduce health risks associated 
to with leisure and in-activeness.

Taking a lead, BSF-Q organised 
its event to promote National Sport 
Day with 100 participants from the 
Bihari expatriate community in Qa-
tar. The activities included soccer, 
running race for women and events 
especially tailored for children.

To mark the National Sport Day, 
BSF members resolved to focus on 
sports and physical activities which 
go a long way in helping us to main-
tain a healthy lifestyle.

What’s more, the participants re-
ally enjoyed the activities and by the 
end of the day, they were more deter-
mined to promote sports as part of 
their daily routine.

Irfan Ansari, Founder, 
Bihar Social Forum 
Qatar National Sport Day is an 

occasion 
to cel-
ebrate the 
spirit of 
sports in 
a myriad 
of ways. 
It was to 
h o n o u r 
this senti-
ment that 

around 100 members of Bihar So-
cial Forum-Qatar took the initiative 
of reaching the Rayyan Park early 
morning with their families and chil-
dren. 

The gathering enjoyed the day 
with a slew of sporting events ar-
ranged at the venue.

As for our resolutions to mark 
the Sport Day, we have decided to 
encourage one and all to engage in 
sports in daily life so as to become 
fitter and add more charm to life.

Jawed Ahmed, Founder, AMUAAQ
Here’s my wish list/health reso-

lutions on National Sport Day: 

• Re-
duce sitting 
and screen 
time

• Exer-
cise regu-
larly and be 
physical ly 
active

• Get 
enough and 

good sleep instead of 3-4 hours and 
stretch it to 6-8 hours

• Limit my intake of unhealthy 
food and eat healthy meals; mean 
and slim dinner; focus more on fruits 
and liquids

• Do swimming regularly, at least 
1 to 2 km on alternate days; keep do-
ing cycling or walking as well 1-2 km 
on alternate days

Jishan from Mannai
Qatar National Sport Day pre-

sents us an opportunity to prioritize 
our health, have fun with family and 
friends, and participate in a vari-
ety of activities. We support Qatar 
Sport Day as this is an occasion that 
encourages us to embrace an active 
lifestyle.

Parwez Ali Saifi, BSF
The first National Sport Day was 

held in 2012 and was designated for 
sporting endeavors by the citizens of 
Qatar. The day’s main purpose is to 
promote sports and educate the peo-
ple on the ways to reduce health risks 
associated with an inactive lifestyle, 
such as coronary heart disease and 
diabetes. BSF Qatar organised sports 
events at Al Rayan Park, where more 

than 100 
p e o p l e 
p a r t i c i -
pated in 
a variety 
of games. 
B S F 
f o u n d e r 
Irfan An-
sari and 
president 
S a t y -

endra Pathak welcomed the 
gathering and distributed  
certificates to the winners. It was a 
day of true inspiration with regard 
to our resolve for active lifestyle and 
sound health.

Rahul Gupta, who has taught in Qatar schools for several years, says physical activity, as in dance, 
not only promotes chemical balance but also deepens the mind-body connection

R
ahul Gupta, a for-
mer dance teacher at 
a school in Qatar, has 
one big regret in life: 
That he missed out 

on watching the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup 2022 in Qatar. He goes even 
as far to admit that he felt “jeal-
ous” of his Qatar-based friends and 
acquaintances who were able to 
watch from the close quarters the 
biggest sporting spectacle of the 
world.

Qatar, says Gupta, is a global 
trendsetter country that puts its 
energies on out-of-the-box ideas, 
inspiring everyone to think big and 
use their creative forte to its opti-
mum. “I just love Qatar,” he says, 
while pointing out to one such 
out-of-the-box way of combating 
the COVID-19 gloom – the classi-
cal dance instructor and his pupils 
took to dance to beat the pandemic 
blues. 

“I wish to share my views on 
how important physical activity is 
– as clearly evidenced during the 
previous periods of lockdowns. As 
the pandemic pressed on, people 
found innovative ways to come 
together. One of them was classi-
cal dance,” says the former dance 
teacher of a Qatar school.

“Dance transcends all barriers 
and boundaries. In this kala [art], 
there is no race, religion, age, or 
colour. It’s just about the joy of 
rhythm. A joy you experience when 
you celebrate the diversities. There 
is this power in dance to bring 
people together in one voice. Clas-
sical dance has always been used 
in various ways, be it prayers, or 
celebrations,” notes Gupta, who is 
currently based in Dubai, and still 
gets requests in plenty for dance 
coaching in Qatar.

“It is amazing what the virtual 

world has done to us globally in 
making the world such a smaller 
place. I feel that my bit, my contri-
bution to this has been in encour-
aging people to dance their blues 
away.”

Gupta, who has taught in Qatar 
for several years, says that students 
who enrolled in his Bharatanatyam 
dance classes, did so for a variety 
of reasons. “Some wanted to make 
a career in dance, others wanted to 

tone up their bodies, while some 
wanted to get rid of their inhibi-
tions of dancing at public shows 
and just have fun. However, one 
quest binds every student, which 
is that dance frees the mind and 
soul,” he explains.

“Physical activity, as in dance, 
not only promotes chemical bal-
ance but also deepens the mind-
body connection,” he explains.

Talking about the online-offline 
challenges of yore, he admits, “In 
the beginning, teaching on an on-
line platform seemed quite strange 
to me. However, I challenged my-
self to be in tune with the new sys-
tem immediately. But then gradu-
ally it turned perfect and I was able 
to interact with students without 
any interruptions. It had become 
just like the regular classes.”

A professional dancer and 
dance trainer who’s been teaching 
Bharatnatyam and different types 
of Western and Indian dance forms 
to children, adults and those with 

disabilities over the past 15 years 
or so, he rues there’s still a maze of 
confusion about the various dance 
forms among the uninitiated. “And 
especially so in the Gulf countries, 
but the students and their parents 
who approach us now are much 
more aware about these aspects, 
for example, the difference be-
tween the various classical dance 
forms.”

As for the response from the 
parents, he says it’s been inspir-
ing and positive. The online classes 
have a few advantages as they pro-
vide an opportunity to parents to 
get involved in classes and ascer-
tain how the teacher is interacting 
with students, he says, adding, “it’s 
refreshing for parents who are also 
passionate about classical dance”. 
Bharat Gupta, the son of Rahul 
Gupta, concurs with the views of 
his father. “During the lockdown 
times, the one thing that kept me 
occupied and happy was my Bhara-
tanatyam,” he points out.

To mark Sport Day,  
expats list out their  
health resolutions

Rahul 
Gupta
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A
ccording to Amiri Decision 
No (13) of 2023, establishing 
and organizing committee for 
the 21st Asian Games -- Doha 
2030, Qatar is preparing to 

organize an exceptional edition in 
2030, confirming its full leadership 
in the world of sports at the level of 
all games.

Qatar seeks to draw a new road 
map for sports creativity by organ-
izing the second edition in its his-
tory, the 21st in the history of Asian 
Games, after the distinctive edition 
organized by Qatar in 2006.

Qatar achieved a lot of success 
by presenting distinguished cham-
pions in various sports, who won 
medals and wrote their country’s 
name in the heroes’ records.

Qatar relies heavily on its great 
capabilities, and the accumulation 
of experiences in organizing vari-
ous sporting events, which exceeded 
500 championships and event at all 
levels, led by the largest and most 
prominent event in the world, which 
is the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022, 
which was held last November and 
December.

Qatar also has a great legacy left 
by the various championships that 

it organized in all sports at the con-
tinental, global and regional levels, 
which includes distinguished gyms 
and various installations, and train-
ing fields conform to international 
standards and specifications, the 
residence headquarters and trans-
portation, and the ease of access to 
sports facilities, which enhances its 
capabilities to succeed in the Asian 
Games Doha 2030.

Qatar is betting on the integrat-
ed and distinguished infrastructure 
that the country has established in 
recent years and dazzled the world 
with an exceptional edition of the 
World Cup, as FIFA World Cup fa-
cilities will host the 2022 football 
competitions of the Asian Games. 

The Asian Games includes 40 
sports: Athletics, Basketball, Foot-
ball, Swimming, Weightlifting, Cy-
cling, Boxing, Shooting, Wrestling, 
Volleyball, Hockey, Table Tennis, 
Tennis, Badminton, Windsurfing, 
Gymnastics, Fencing, Archery, 
Bowling, Golf, Handball, Rowing, 
Equestrian, Judo, Taekwondo, Ca-
noe, Kabaddi, Sepak takraw, Soft-
ball, Wushu, Baseball, Karate, Soft 
Tennis, Modern Pentathlon, Bil-
liards, Rugby, Bodybuilding, Chess, 
Squash and Triathlon.

Qatar added chess and triathlon 
in the 2006 edition. More than ten 

thousand male and female athletes 
will compete in the Asian Games, 
searching for colored medals in all 
sports specially athletics, swim-
ming, archery, cycling and gymnas-
tics the most medal-intensive sport. 
Immediately after winning the bid 
to host the event, Qatar prepared 
to make a new mark in the world of 
sports, this time on the continental 
level of Asia which constitutes the 
largest continent in terms of human 
resources.

Qatar renewed commitment to 
fulfilling the promises it made to 
the Olympic Council of Asia, when 
it submitted the bid to host Doha 
2030, stating that the tournament 
enjoys great support from the wise 
leadership to achieve the required 
success to promote Qatar’s global 
position by supporting sport that 
bring people together, remov-
ing barriers between peoples of 
the world, where competition and 
sportsmanship prevail.

The Asian Games (Doha 2030) 
coincides with the 80 years since 
the first version in India in 1951. The 
next edition will be held in China, 
while Japan will host 2026 edition. 
With Doha hosting the 2030 edi-
tion, the West Asian region organiz-
es the tournament three times after 
Iran in the 1974 edition.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THE OPINION AND ANALYSIS PAGES ARE THE AUTHORS’ OWN. QATAR TRIBUNE BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY.

Asian Games 2030: 
New Event To Dazzle  
Athletes And Fans

Qatar is preparing to organise an exceptional edition in 2030, a its af-
firming its leadership in the world of sports at the level of all games

Wendy Netter Epstein  
& Daniel Goldberg

In the State of the Union, President 
Joe Biden stated that “we have bro-
ken COVID’s grip on us.” Indeed, 

COVID-19 deaths are down about 
75% since last year’s speech. Con-
sistent with that progress, the Biden 
administration announced in Janu-
ary that it will end the public health 
emergency (and national emergency) 
declarations on May 11.

Yet nearly 500 Americans are dy-
ing from COVID-19 per day. As many 
as 1 in 5 U.S. adults who contract the 
virus experience some effects of long 
COVID. And the toll of the disease 
has never been distributed equally.

Historians have long pointed out 
that pandemics tend to reveal social 
inequalities and often make them 
worse, as we have seen with COVID. 
Studies show that people in areas of 
social disadvantage have died from 
COVID at higher rates than those in 
affluent areas. After controlling for 
differences in age, people of color 
have contracted COVID at higher 
rates, and have died at higher rates, 
than white people.

It was these inequities that 
prompted the Biden administration, 
Congress and some states to adopt 
policies designed to even the playing 
field. These policies meant that most 
Americans could access COVID test-
ing, treatment and vaccines for free 
or close to free. They also addressed 

access issues — getting people in-
sured — by expanding Affordable 
Care Act subsidies for exchange poli-
cies, offering a temporary Medicaid 
coverage option for uninsured people 
in 15 states, and by not disenrolling 
anyone from Medicaid in all states 
during the public health emergency. 
Between February 2020 and March 
2021, at least 13 million additional 
people enrolled (and stayed) in Med-
icaid. These policy changes didn’t 
solve health inequity, but they blunt-
ed the impact of COVID on vulner-
able communities.

But with the end of the public 
health emergency, so too comes the 
end of many of these protections. 

Most uninsured people will no longer 
be able to access free COVID tests. 
Medicaid continuous coverage is 
ending. The federal uninsured fund 
has already lapsed.

A direct consequence will be that 
the uninsured and undocumented 
people, almost half of whom are 
uninsured, won’t be able to access 
care for COVID. This is a tragedy in 
its own right and is likely to expand 
racial health inequalities connected 
to COVID. It will also have broader 
impacts on the community and the 
economy as COVID will spread, 
workforce shortages will continue 
and burdens of long COVID will in-
crease.

Perhaps the most consequential 
change ahead is the looming loss 
of Medicaid eligibility for millions 
of low-income Americans. As part 
of a spending bill signed into law in 
December, states will soon begin a 
redetermination process for decid-
ing Medicaid eligibility. Disenroll-
ments can begin as soon as April. 
As many as 18 million enrollees may 
lose coverage. The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services pre-
dicts that people of color are much 
more likely to lose coverage based on 
administrative hurdles alone, even if 
they remain eligible for Medicaid.

This massive coverage loss in a 
short period of time could have devas-
tating consequences, further straining 
already-stretched hospitals, dimin-
ishing access to necessary screenings 
and care for chronic disease, as well 
as increasing emergency department 
use and medical debt for low-income 
Americans. Black and Hispanic peo-
ple are twice as likely as white people 
to be enrolled in Medicaid and more 
likely to be directly impacted.

There are actions states should 
take now to prevent worsening COV-
ID inequities. State governments can 
start by encouraging those who lose 
Medicaid coverage to get alternative 
coverage that will provide COVID 
benefits. Many will be eligible for free 
or reduced cost plans in the Afford-
able Care Act marketplace. Rhode 
Island is launching a program to 
automatically enroll those who lose 

Medicaid coverage during unwinding 
into a marketplace plan. Other states, 
like Maryland, plan to use navigators 
to contact those no longer eligible 
for Medicaid to help them enroll in a 
qualified health plan.

States could also look at other 
ways to ensure access to social safety 
net programs for low-income com-
munities. For instance, in November, 
Coloradoopened enrollment for a pro-
gram called OmniSalud that assists 
undocumented residents and individ-
uals with protections through the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
program to obtain affordable health-
care insurance through the state’s 
marketplace. By January, 10,000 Col-
orado residents had enrolled.

In many states, however, undocu-
mented immigrants and some people 
who cannot afford a policy have lim-
ited options to obtain coverage, par-
ticularly in the 11 states that have not 
expanded Medicaid. As such, states 
and localities must also continue to 
look for ways to provide free COVID 
testing and treatment to uninsured 
populations.

(Wendy Netter Epstein is a 
visiting professor at University 

of Arizona James E. Rogers 
College of Law.  Daniel Gold-

berg is an associate professor 
in the Center for Bioethics and 

Humanities at the University 
of Colorado Anschutz Medical 

Campus.)

Climate change is the single great-
est threat to the long-term survival 
of the Joshua tree, a beloved sym-

bol of California’s high desert. But the 
biggest short-term obstacle is an im-
passe by state wildlife officials, who 
have been unable to agree whether to 
list it as threatened under the state En-
dangered Species Act.

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s administration 
is proposing a promising solution, legis-
lation that would provide comprehensive 
protection for the imperiled trees at the 
center of a battle over competing uses 
of the Mojave Desert and the intercon-
nected threats of rising temperatures, 
drought, development and wildfire.

The proposal would protect the trees 
from being wiped out by the next century 
while allowing for renewable energy and 
housing development — no matter what 
the California Fish and Game Commis-
sion decides. It’s a well-thought-out 
compromise that acknowledges both sci-
entific and political realities, and would 
still allow designation as threatened, 
though that move seems unlikely.

Scientists have long warned that cli-
mate change poses an existential threat 
to the western Joshua tree, one of two 
distinct species that live in California, and 
that the tree could lose more than 90% 
of its current habitat by the end of the 
century without greater protections. But 
powerful inter-
ests oppose listing 
it as threatened, 
saying it would 
put up too many 
barriers to urban 
development and 
solar and wind en-
ergy projects that 
California needs to 
slash greenhouse 
gas emissions.

These trees have been under tempo-
rary legal protection since 2020, mak-
ing it illegal to kill them without special 
permits. But those safeguards would go 
away if the Fish and Game Commission 
decides not to list Joshua trees as threat-
ened, returning authority to issue per-
mits to remove Joshua trees to county 
sheriffs or county agricultural commis-
sioners.

The governor’s proposal would allow 
wildlife officials to permit the killing or 
removal of a western Joshua tree only if 
certain conditions were met, and would 
give property owners and developers the 
option of paying mitigation fees instead. 
The money would be pooled into a state-
controlled conservation fund that could 
be used for large-scale projects, like the 
acquisition of land in the tree’s north-
ern range and in higher elevation areas 
where survival is more likely as the cli-
mate continues to warm.

One of the strengths of the proposal 
is a requirement that the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, by 2024, develop 
a conservation plan to save the species 
across its range. That proactive approach 
is fitting for this climate-driven threat, 

and an improvement on the usual pro-
cess, where threatened and endangered 
species aren’t subject to serious action to 
prevent their extinction until their num-
bers are already so low that it’s almost 
too late.

The legislation was crafted with input 
from Native American tribes, renewable 
energy companies, the construction in-
dustry, organized labor and environmen-
talists, and has the support of the Center 
for Biological Diversity, the group that in 
2019 petitioned to protect the western 
Joshua tree on climate change grounds, 
triggering the temporary protection.

Prospects for making those protec-
tions permanent seemed to dim last year, 
when state wildlife scientists recom-
mended against listing the Joshua tree 
as threatened, despite criticism by inde-
pendent peer reviewers that the analysis 
had mischaracterized the science and 
understated the threat climate change 
poses. In June, the state Fish and Game 
Commission deadlocked on whether to 
designate it as threatened, and has since 
delayed making a decision.

It’s clear that listing the Joshua tree 
presents challenges unlike any of the 
roughly 250 other species protected un-
der the California Endangered Species 
Act. There are millions of Joshua trees 
spread across a vast area of the state, and 
about half the tree’s range is on private 

land, including in 
fast-growing com-
munities such as 
Lancaster and Yucca 
Valley. State wild-
life officials predict 
that the listing of the 
Joshua tree would 
create the single 
biggest permitting 
workload in its his-

tory, requiring them to weigh in on thou-
sands of projects, from home additions 
to large-scale solar energy arrays.

Yes, this legislation would make get-
ting a permit for the removal of Joshua 
trees easier, cheaper and faster than if 
they were designated threatened under 
current law. But this approach is still 
vastly better than the likely alternative of 
doing nothing. It includes transparency 
measures, with annual reviews and pub-
lic reports detailing the effectiveness of 
the program and how mitigation fees are 
being spent. It allows the department to 
periodically adjust the rules and fees to 
ensure conservation efforts are working.

California wildlife officials’ inabil-
ity to move proactively to protect the 
Joshua tree from the warming climate 
has been disappointing. But this legis-
lation creatively bypasses that and ima-
gines something better: the rare kind of 
compromise that could actually provide 
broader, more effective conservation 
than the Joshua tree would otherwise re-
ceive under the current legal and politi-
cal process.

State lawmakers should advance this 
legislation and get California a step clos-
er to ensuring the Joshua tree’s survival.

Finally, A Plan To Save Joshua 
Tree From Climate Change

The COVID ‘Emergency’ Is Ending. Here’s Who Will Be Hurt Most

US President Joe Biden delivers his State of the Union address during a joint 
meeting of Congress in the House of Chamber of the US Capitol on February 7.
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AGENCIES 

THE only newspaper of Bang-
ladesh’s main opposition party 
has halted printing after a gov-
ernment suspension order was 
upheld by a watchdog, stoking 
fears about media freedom in 
the South Asian nation.

The Dainik Dinkal, a Ben-
gali-language broadsheet, has 
been a mouthpiece of the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) 
for more than three decades. It 
employs hundreds of journal-
ists and press workers.

The daily covers news sto-
ries including the frequent 
arrests of BNP members and 
what the party says are thou-
sands of fake cases against its 
supporters.

The newspaper on Monday 
said the Dhaka district authori-
ties had ordered the shutdown 
on December 26, but it con-

tinued to publish after filing 
an appeal at the Press Coun-
cil headed by a top high court 
judge.

“The council rejected our 
appeal yesterday [on Sunday], 
upholding the district magis-
trate’s order to stop our publi-
cation,” said Shamsur Rahman 
Shimul Biswas, managing edi-
tor of the newspaper.

The order, a copy of which 
was obtained by the AFP news 
agency, said the printing per-
mit of the newspaper was 
cancelled after it violated the 
country’s printing and publica-
tion laws.

The council said the pa-
per’s publisher, Tarique Rah-
man – the acting chief of BNP 
– was a convicted criminal 
and was living abroad without 
handing over his job to anoth-
er person.

Biswas said Rahman, now 

based in London, submitted 
his resignation and appointed a 
new publisher, but the authori-
ties did not accept the changes.

“This shutdown is all part 
of the government crackdown 
on dissenting voices and free-
dom of speech,” Biswas said.

The government on Mon-
day did not comment on the 
shutdown.

Two Dhaka-based jour-
nalist unions said in a joint 
statement the decision was a 
“reflection of the repression of 
opposition voices”. Unions and 
journalists staged small street 
protests over the shutdown.

Campaigners and foreign 
governments, including the 
United States, have long ex-
pressed worries about efforts 
by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na to silence criticism and what 
they see as creeping authori-
tarianism.

Bangladesh shuts down main 
opposition party’s newspaper

NATO ships  
containers to set up 
temporary housing 
for 4,000 in Turkey

Pakistan: 14 killed as bus 
overturns on motorway

DPA 
BRUSSELS 

THE defence alliance NATO is 
shipping some 1,000 contain-
ers to Turkey to set up tempo-
rary housing for at least 4,000 
people following the devastat-
ing earthquakes that hit the 
Turkish-Syrian border region 
two weeks ago. A first merchant 
vessel carrying 600 containers 
left the Italian port of Taranto 
on Sunday evening, the military 
alliance said in a statement.

The containers are expected 
to arrive in the Turkish coastal 
city of Iskenderun, in Hatay 
province, next week, according 
to the statement.

NATO Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg visited Ankara 
and the crisis region in southern 
Turkey on Thursday and prom-
ised further support.

DPA 
ISLAMABAD 

AT least 14 people were killed, 
including several children, 
when a passenger bus crashed 
into other vehicles and over-
turned on a motorway in cen-
tral Pakistan, officials said 
Monday.

A total of 64 people were 
injured, according to the mo-
torway police.

The accident happened 
overnight near the town of 
Kallar Kahar in Punjab prov-
ince.

The bus carrying a wedding 
party was travelling from Is-
lamabad to Lahore, Saqib Wa-
heed, a spokesperson for the 
motorway police told dpa.

He said that 13 passengers 
out of a total of 49 on board the 
bus were in critical condition.

The spokesperson said that 

the bus collided with at least 
three vehicles coming from 
the opposite direction before it 
overturned.

Initial investigations sug-
gest that the accident was 
caused by careless driving, Wa-
heed said.

The bus is believed to have 
been travelling downhill at a 
high speed when its brakes 
suddenly failed, he added.

The death toll is expected 
to rise since many of those in-
jured were in critical condition.

Road accidents are com-
mon in Pakistan due to a lack 
of infrastructure, poorly main-
tained vehicles and careless 
driving.

Last month, at least 40 
people were killed when a pas-
senger bus travelling at high 
speed crashed into a pillar and 
fell off a bridge in south-west-
ern Pakistan.

DPA 
DAMASCUS/ISTANBUL

US SECRETARY of State 
Antony Blinken met Turk-
ish President Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan in Ankara on 
Monday, just before the 
Turkish leader flew to the 
earthquake-ravaged Hatay 
province.

Blinken had earlier met 
civilian aid workers from 
the Syrian rescue group 
White Helmets during his 
visit to the Turkish-Syrian 
border region ravaged by 
earthquakes.

The civilian rescue 
group described the des-
perate situation amid the 
rubble in north-west Syria, 
where the decade-long civil 
war has complicated inter-
national efforts to deliver 
aid and assistance.

White Helmets deputy 
Farouk Habib described 
US support as “cru-
cial” durin the meeting with 
Blinken. Habib told dpa 
afterwards that Blinken re-
iterated US support for un-
inhibited humanitarian aid 
delivery to the region.

Sweden has called for 
a donor conference of Eu-
ropean Union countries 

on March 16 to raise relief 
funds and coordinate aid for 
Turkey and Syria.

The combined death toll 
in Turkey and Syria from 
the massive earthquakes 
has continued to rise and 
now stands above 47,000. 
In Turkey alone, the disas-
ter authority AFAD reported 
on Monday that 41,156 peo-
ple died in the quakes.

The official death toll in 
Syria stands at 5,900 but it 
has not been updated in days. 
Thousands more are feared 
dead in both countries.

Survivors in north-west 
Syria expressed sorrow and 
frustration that internation-
al aid has been slow to ar-
rive in the war-torn region, 
even two weeks after the 
earthquakes struck. Much 
of the destruction took place 
in areas controlled by rebels 
opposed to Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad.

“We still lack tents, lack 
fuel for heating and keep 
our children,” said Abu Ah-
mad, who lost his home in 
the countryside outside of 
Idlib, Syria, and is now liv-
ing in a shelter. “We were 
struggling before the earth-
quake and now we are de-
stroyed totally.” 

Blinken meets Erdogan, 
praises ‘heroic efforts’ 

after earthquakes

DPA 
TOKYO

JAPAN has requested an emer-
gency meeting of the UN Secu-
rity Council after North Korea 
fired two suspected short-range 
ballistic missiles towards the 
waters off its eastern coast on 
Monday.

The South Korean mili-
tary said that the missiles were 
launched from the Sukchon area 
north of Pyongyang around 7 am 
(2200 GMT Sunday) towards the 
East Sea, as the Sea of Japan is 
also known, and travelled some 
390 kilometres and 340 kilome-
tres, respectively.

Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said the UN Se-
curity Council should look into 
the tests in comments to report-
ers on Monday. 

Japan’s Defence Ministry 
said that the missiles appeared 
to have fallen outside the coun-
try’s exclusive economic zone, 
according to Kyodo News.

Both South Korea and Ja-
pan condemned the missile test. 
South Korea’s military called it a 
renewed provocation while Jap-
anese government spokesper-
son Hirokazu Matsuno called 
the actions “absolutely unaccep-
table.” 

Hours after the launch, 
North Korean state news agency 
KCNA said the North Korean 
military fired two shots from a 
600-millimetre multiple rocket 
launcher during firing drills.

KCNA said the launcher, a 
“tactical nuclear” tool, boasts 
the capability “to assign only 
one multiple rocket launcher 
with four shells so as to destroy 
an enemy operational airfield.” 

The report went on to say 
that the Monday drill “fully 

demonstrated” the North Ko-
rean army’s “full readiness to 
deter and will to counter the US 
and South Korean combined air 
force bragging about their air 
superiority.”  

Earlier on Monday, North 
Korea released a statement by 
the influential sister of North 
Korean strongman Kim Jong 
Un, Kim Yo Jong, warning that 
the country may launch missiles 
into the Pacific Ocean.

Kim Yo Jong said that 
Pyongyang was “well aware” 
of the movement of US forces 
around the Korean peninsula 
and that it was “carefully exam-
ining the influence [this] would 
exert on the security of our 
state.” North Korea would take 
“corresponding counteraction 
if it is judged to be any direct or 
indirect threat.” 

“The frequency of using the 
Pacific as our firing range de-
pends upon the US forces’ ac-
tion character,” she added in the 
statement carried by the state-
controlled media.

On Sunday, the United 
States and South Korea held a 
joint air exercise in response 
to Pyongyang’s firing of what 
North Korea said was an in-
tercontinental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) a day earlier.

KCNA wrote on Saturday 
North Korea test-launched a 
Hwasong-15, a type of intercon-
tinental ballistic missile (ICBM), 
from Pyongyang airport in what 
was termed a “surprise ICBM 
launching drill.” 

UN resolutions prohibit 
North Korea from testing ballis-
tic missiles of any range, which - 
depending on their design - can 

also be equipped with a nuclear 
warhead.

It would be the first test of 
such a missile in more than a 
month.

North Korea had threatened 
“unprecedented” military action 
on Friday over plans by the US 
and South Korea to hold joint 
military drills in March.

South Korea’s general staff 
accused its neighbouring coun-
try of a “serious provocation.” 
The US also strongly condemned 
the suspected ICBM test.

The situation on the Ko-
rean peninsula is currently very 
tense.

Nuclear-armed North Korea 
has conducted a string of mis-
sile tests in the past few weeks. 
Observers fear that Pyongyang’s 
first nuclear test in years is im-
minent.

Japan calls for UN 
meeting after North  
Korea fires missiles

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (left) with US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken in Ankara on Monday. (AFP)

Pedestrians walk past a screen in Tokyo on Monday. (AFP)
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DPA 
LONDON

GERMAN language film All 
Quiet On The Western Front 
was the big winner at Britain’s 
Bafta film awards on Sunday, 
scooping a total of seven prizes.

The Netflix anti-war epic, 
directed by German film-
maker Edward Berger and 
based on the 1929 novel of the 
same name by Erich Maria 
Remarque, scooped top gongs 
including best film and best 
director.

It broke the record for the 
highest number of Baftas for a 
foreign language film previous-
ly held by Italian coming-of-
age drama Cinema Paradiso, 
which claimed five in 1988.

Taking to the stage at the 
climax of the event at London’s 
Royal Festival Hall, cinema-

tographer James Friend said 
the film showed how a genera-
tion of young German men 
were “poisoned by right-wing 
nationalistic propaganda” and 
he stressed that the film’s mes-
sage remains “relevant” nearly 
a century on.

Berger paid tribute to those 
fighting in Ukraine and also 
told the audience he was able 
to get over his “doubt” thanks 
to his daughter Matilda who 
had encouraged him to film 
the book she was reading at 
school.

It was a disappointing 
night for The Banshees Of 
Inisherin which had 10 nomi-
nations but emerged with only 
four wins.

However, these included 
best supporting actor and sup-
porting actress for the film’s 
Irish stars Barry Keoghan and 

Kerry Condon respectively.
Baz Luhrmann’s biopic 

Elvis also secured four wins, 
with its star Austin Butler 
beating favourite Colin Far-
rell to the best actor gong in a 
shock decision from the voting 
academy.

Farrell, who took the 
starring role in dark comedy 
Banshees, had been in conten-
tion for his first leading actor 
Bafta in his 25-year career.

Accepting the prize on 
stage, Butler thanked the 
Presley family for their in-
volvement in the film, saying: 
“I cannot thank you enough 
for your love. this means the 
world to me.” Everything 
Everywhere All At Once had 
an even more disappointing 
night, securing only one Bafta 
- for best editing - out of 10 
nominations.

German-language film All Quiet On 
The Western Front storms the Baftas

Scottish finance 
minister hopes 
to succeed 
Nicola Sturgeon

DPA 
LONDON 

SCOTLAND’S Finance Secre-
tary has confirmed she is enter-
ing the race to succeed Nicola 
Sturgeon - with Kate Forbes’ 
announcement meaning there 
are now three candidates vying 
for the top job.

Forbes, who had been wide-
ly tipped to stand, announced 
her decision on Monday, insist-
ing she has the “vision, experi-
ence and competence to inspire 
voters across Scotland”.

Currently on maternity 
leave after giving birth to her 
first child last year, her an-
nouncement came as another 
possible successor to Sturgeon, 
Constitution Secretary Angus 
Robertson, ruled himself out of 
the race.

Robertson said having two 
very young children meant it 
was “not right for me and my 
family to take on such a huge 
commitment”.

Following the shock an-
nouncement from Sturgeon 
last week that she is stepping 
down after eight years as first 
minister, Forbes said both 
Scotland and the Scottish Na-
tional Party (SNP) were “at a 
major crossroads”.

In a video on Twitter, the 
finance secretary said: “The 
choices that we make in the next 
few weeks will have a profound 
impact on our future and on our 
children’s future.” Saying some-
one is needed who can “unite” 
the SNP - which has been split 
recently by the controversy over 
reforms to the gender recogni-
tion process - she pledged to 
“reach out and listen”.

Forbes added: “More than 
anything we need a leader who 
is bold, brave and energised, 
fresh-faced and ready for new 
challenges.”

Russian prank callers 
release excerpts of call 
with Germany’s Merkel

DPA 
BERLIN

A renowned pair of Russian 
pranksters claim that they 
duped former German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel into chatting 
about the war in Ukraine, as 
they released excerpts of the call 
on Monday.

Merkel’s office in Berlin con-
firmed that the former chancel-
lor, who left office at the end of 
2021, had indeed been contact-
ed.

“I can confirm a phone call 
with a caller who posed as for-
mer (Ukrainian) president Petro 
Poroshenko,” a Merkel spokes-
person told dpa.

The prank callers, who go by 
the name of Vovan and Lexus, 

are known for duping world 
leaders and celebrities by pos-
ing as other officials in phone 
calls. They are considered close 
to the government of President 
Vladimir Putin.

Merkel’s office said in a 
statement that the phone call 
took place on January 12 and 
was supported by translation 
from the German Foreign Min-
istry. The statement said that 
Merkel then informed the For-
eign Ministry of her impressions 
from the call.

Merkel frequently dealth 
with Poroshenko during her 
tenure in office.

Poroshenko, 57, led Ukraine 
from 2014 to 2019 before being 
succeeded by current Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky.

DPA 
KIEV

US President Joe Biden 
made a surprise visit to Kiev 
on Monday, announcing new 
aid and military equipment 
for Ukraine, in a show of 
support as the first anniver-
sary of Russia’s full invasion 
approaches.

“One year later, Kyiv 
stands. And Ukraine stands. 
Democracy stands,” Biden 
said, according to journalists 
travelling with the president.

Biden was using the 
widely used Ukrainian pro-
nounciation of the name of 
the capital city.

In joint remarks with 
Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky, Biden 
announced $500 million 
in additional assistance to 
Ukraine, as well as more mil-
itary equipment including 
artillery ammunition, jave-
lins and Howitzers - all items 
the US has already been sup-
plying.

Zelensky said they had 
spoken about “long range 
weapons” and weapons that 
had not yet been supplied 
to Ukraine, without detail-
ing any new commitments, 
according to the journalists’ 
pool report.

Biden arrived in Ukraine 
early on Monday under the 
strictest security precau-
tions, for his first visit to the 
country since the outbreak of 
war, and his first time there 

as president. An air raid si-
ren sounded during his visit.

The trip, which comes 
ahead of a scheduled visit to 
Poland later on Monday, was 
long kept secret for security 
reasons. The White House 
had repeatedly denied ru-
mours that Biden would 
take the opportunity to visit 
neighbouring Ukraine.

In Kiev, Biden and Zelen-
sky jointly commemorated 
the Ukrainians who had fall-
en during the war.

The visit, so close to the 
anniversary of the full-scale 
invasion on February 24, is 
seen as highly symbolic.

In the past few months, 
the US has provided various 
packages of weapons and 
ammunition worth billions 
of dollars in rapid succes-
sion.

According to the Penta-
gon, Washington has pro-
vided or promised military 
aid to Ukraine to the tune 
of almost $30 billion since 
the start of the war. This in-
cludes various heavy weap-
ons systems.

Biden and his adminis-
tration have assured Ukraine 
that they will stand by the 
country for as long as it is 
necessary - a message he de-
livered to Kiev in person on 
Monday.

On Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Biden plans to meet Pol-
ish President Andrzej Duda 
in Warsaw and hold a speech 
in front of the Royal Castle. 

Biden makes surprise 
visit to Kiev ahead of 
war anniversary

DPA 
ISTANBUL 

AN earthquake of 6.4-magni-
tude has shaken the south-east-
ern Turkish province of Hatay, 
the Kandilli earthquake moni-
toring centre said on Monday, 
causing further damage in the 
quake-ravaged region.

The earthquake’s epicentre 
was located in the district of Sa-
mandag but it was felt by resi-
dents in Syria, Lebanon and 
Palestine.

The latest quake comes two 
weeks after a devastating earth-
quake in the same area that has 
killed more than 47,000 people 
in Turkey and Syria.

Abdel Kafi, a Syrian activ-
ist in north-west Syria said, 
“It was strong like the first one 
but did not last long... it scared 
people and people rushed to 
the streets.” He was referring to 
the quakes on February 6 that 
killed 41,156 people in Turkey 
alone, the disaster authority 
AFAD said earlier.

The official death toll in 
Syria stands at 5,900 but it 
has not been updated in days. 
Thousands more are feared 
dead in both countries.

The latest quake came after 
US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken met Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in An-
kara, just before the Turkish 
leader flew to Hatay, already 
ravaged by the earlier earth-
quake.

Blinken had met civilian aid 
workers from the Syrian rescue 
group White Helmets during 
his visit to the quake-hit region, 
who told him about the desper-
ate situation faced by survivors 
in areas where the decade-long 
civil war has complicated inter-
national efforts to deliver aid 
and assistance.

White Helmets depu-
ty Farouk Habib described 
US support as “crucial” dur-
ing the meeting with Blinken. 
Habib told dpa afterwards that 
Blinken reiterated US support 
for uninhibited humanitarian 
aid access to the region.

A tour of the destruction in 
Turkey had left Blinken grasp-
ing for words to describe what 
he saw. He had earlier an-
nounced that the US would in-
crease aid for the disaster from 
$100 million to $185 million.

Blinken praised the work 
and expertise of the Syrian 
White Helmets and the search 
and rescue teams, speaking of 
“heroic efforts” after the disas-
ter, particularly given that aid 
was slow to arrive in the op-
position areas of north-western 
Syria.

In Syria alone, 8.8 million 
people have been affected by 
the earthquakes, the deputy 
UN representative for Syria, 
Najat Rochdi, wrote on Twitter 
on Sunday.

Activist Mustafa Dahnoun, 
who is from Idlib, meanwhile 
told dpa over the phone that 
“aid is still very slow” and 
that people in the area “are in 
great need of everything.” “The 
world community should work 
harder and push for more aid 

to our region,” he said.
In Turkey, search and res-

cue efforts have been called off 
in most of the affected prov-
inces. Only in the provinces of 
Kahramanmaras and Hatay 
will the search continue for vic-
tims, AFAD chairman Yunus 
Sezer told journalists in Ankara 
on Sunday.

Turkish Prime Minister 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan was in 
Hatay on Monday for another 
visit. He was seen in the midst 
of a crowd of people in pictures 
circulated on Twitter by the 
Turkish Communications Min-
istry.

The president said Hatay 
will be “revived in all its col-
ours,” pledging to rebuild the 
city as quickly as possible.

Erdogan had met Blinken 
at the airport in Ankara earlier, 
according to the presidential 
Office.

Sezer estimated that more 
than 1.2 million people have 
fled the affected region in Tur-
key and over 1 million people 

are currently in emergency 
shelters.

For those left in the quake-
hit regions, officials are in-
creasingly concerned about 
health risks.

The EU health agency 
ECDC warned on Monday that 
infectious diseases are likely 
to spread in this phase of the 
recovery period. While im-
mediate health needs after the 
quakes were related to trauma 
and interrupted health care, in-
fectious diseases could now be-
come a concern in the next two 
to four weeks, the agency said 
in Stockholm.

The damaged infrastruc-
ture, such as water and electric-
ity lines, causes limited access 
to clean water, inadequate san-
itation and lack of refrigeration 
for food, said the ECDC wrote. 
Food-borne and waterborne 
diseases, respiratory infections 
and vaccine-preventable infec-
tions thus all have the potential 
to spread, especially in tempo-
rary housing shelters.

Southern Turkey hit 
by another earthquake

AGENCIES

HUNDREDS of rescuers 
searched Monday for survivors 
of landslides and flooding that 
killed at least 36 people along 
the coast of Brazil’s southern 
state of Sao Paulo following a 
huge weekend downpour.

Worst hit was the city of 
Sao Sebastiao, where at least 
35 were dead. In neighboring 
Ubatuba a 7-year-old girl was 
killed. The disaster, in an area 
famous for beaches flanked by 
mountains, prompted cancel-
lations in many cities of the 
Carnival festivities now in full 
swing elsewhere in the country.

Gov. Tarcisio de Freitas 
told television network Globo 
that another 40 people were 
missing. Nearly 800 people 
were homeless and 1,730 peo-
ple have been displaced, his 
state government said in a 

statement.
Television footage showed 

flooded homes with only their 
roofs visible. Residents used 
small boats to carry items and 
people to elevated positions.

A woman who gave only 

her first name, Mailsa, said she 
and her husband, daughter and 
grandson only barely escaped 
when a landslide destroyed 
her house in the Juquehy mu-
nicipality of Sao Sebastiao. The 
house was partially submerged, 

parts of it fell away and the rest 
was left precariously perched 
on the edge of a hill.

“It was very quick. Either 
you run or you die,” she said. 
“It’s not possible to take any-
thing, only your life, which is 
the most important thing.” 
Members of the armed forces 
joined the search and rescue 
efforts, aggravated by poor 
access to many areas after 
landslides blocked the snak-
ing roads in the region’s high-
lands and floods washed away 
chunks of pavement in low-ly-
ing and oceanfront areas.

“Our rescue teams are not 
managing to get to several loca-
tions. It is a chaotic situation,” 
Sao Sebastiao Mayor Felipe 
Augusto said on social media 
late Sunday night.

Augusto said about 50 
houses collapsed in the city due 
to the landslides, and he posted 

several videos of destruction 
and search efforts, including 
one of a baby being rescued 
by locals lined up on a flooded 
street.

The highway connect-
ing Rio de Janeiro state with 
Sao Paulo’s port city of Santos 
was blocked by landslides and 
floodwaters.

Precipitation in Sao Sebas-
tiao had surpassed 600 mil-
limeters (23.6 inches) during a 
24-hour period over the week-
end, among the largest such 
downpours ever in such a short 
period in Brazil.

Brazil’s President Luiz Iná-
cio Lula da Silva visited the re-
gion on Monday. He observed 
the damage in Sao Sebastiao 
from a helicopter and met with 
Gov. de Freitas at Sao Sebas-
tiao’s theatre, where search 
operations were being coordi-
nated.

At least 36 dead as heavy rains hit Brazil’s Sao Paulo coast

A youth runs across the upturned cobbled stoned street in Demirkopru, a small Turkish village now divided 
by a large crack in Hatay recently. (AFP)

US President Joe Biden (left) walks with Ukrainian President  
Volodymyr Zelensky at St. Michael’s Golden-Domed Cathedral in 
Kyiv on Monday. (AFP)

People remove mud from a flooded house after torrential rain caused 
flooding and landslides at the Juquehy district in Sao Sebastiao, Sao 
Paulo state, Brazil, on Monday. (AFP)
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Tribune News Network
Doha 

Qatar’s leading food and 
dairy producer Baladna has 
announced a landmark man-
ufacturing agreement with 
global cheese and snack giant 
The Bel Group. This collabora-
tion brings new opportunities 
for both the companies, start-
ing with the production of The 
Laughing Cow® jars cheese in 
2023 and Baladna producing 
more of Bel Group’s products in 
the near future.

Producing popular prod-
ucts by international brands 
such as Bel not only will reduce 

imports and make the food in 
supermarkets less vulnerable 
to supply chain disruptions, 
but it will also provide a more 
responsible, environmentally 
conscious option for Qatari 
consumers.

Baladna Chief Executive 
Officer Malcolm Jordan said, 
“We are pleased to enter into 
this agreement with Bel Group, 
who are world leaders in cheese 
products. This collaboration 
will allow us to expand the 
dairy offerings in Qatar and 
provide customers with even 
more high-quality products. 
As a leading dairy brand in 
Qatar, Baladna is committed 

to supporting food sustainabil-
ity efforts in the country. We 
are excited to benefit from Bel 
Group’s unparalleled know-
how as we look to expand our 
range of dairy products and 
make international brands 
more accessible in the Qatari 
market. We believe this part-
nership will have a positive 
impact on the dairy industry in 
Qatar and improve consumer 
choices.”

Perhaps best known in this 
region for the popular Jibnet 
Abu Walad® cheese, the Bel 
Group has a long history and 
reputation in the cheese in-
dustry, with roots dating back 

to 1865. Its core international 
brands include The Laughing 
Cow®, Kiri®, Babybel®, Bour-
sin®, Nurishh®, Pom’Potes® 
and GoGo squeeZ®, with prod-
ucts distributed in nearly 120 
countries.

BEL for Near & Middle East 
Chief Executive Officer Garo 
Matossian said, “The Bel Group 
is deeply committed to making 
our products accessible to new 
consumers and building sus-
tainable partnerships with local 
producers around the world. 
This strategic partnership with 
Baladna in Qatar is an exciting 
step forward in our presence 
in the Middle Eastern Gulf, in 

line with our mission to deliver 
healthier and responsible food 
for all. We are proud to partner 
with Baladna – they are Qa-
tar’s homegrown company. By 
combining their expertise with 
our delicious cream cheese, 
and our knowledge of cheese 
products, this partnership will 
enable us to offer consumers, 
delicious, nutritious, and ac-
cessible cheese products, and 
become a leader in the region’s 
fast-growing dairy market.”

The manufacturing agree-
ment between Baladna and 
Bel Group is set to officially 
begin on Thursday, February 
16, 2023.

The partnership with Bel 
Group is part of Baladna’s 
ongoing commitment to ex-
panding its successful pro-
duction model and ensuring 
dairy self-sufficiency in Qatar. 
As a 100 percent Qatari com-
pany, Baladna is dedicated 
to providing high-quality, lo-
cally-sourced products to the 
Qatar market and promoting 
sustainable food production 
with minimal impact on the 
environment. 

The company already ex-
ports its dairy and juice prod-
ucts across the region, includ-
ing to Yemen, Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and Oman.

Baladna partners with global cheese producer 
Bel Group to expand dairy offerings in Qatar

Tribune News Network 
Doha 

QatarEnergy has announced that it 
will be taking over all the marketing and 
related activities currently managed by 
Qatargas Operating Company Limited 
(Qatargas).

The integration of the activities into 
QatarEnergy is expected to be completed 
by the end of 2023.

The strengthened alignment of LNG 
marketing activities within QatarEnergy 
will leverage a combined set of technical, 
commercial, and financial capabilities of 
both organisations to create an enhanced 
center of excellence for the marketing and 
sale of all energy products exported		
			    from Qatar.

Commenting on this occasion, Min-
ister of State for Energy Affairs, Qatar-
Energy President and CEO HE Saad bin 
Sherida Al Kaabi said, “The integration 
of the LNG marketing activities into Qa-
tarEnergy is a strategic decision taken as 
part of its growth journey and reaffirms 
our commitment to delivering excellence 
in everything we do. It is also aimed at 
further strengthening Qatar’s global LNG 
offering to our customers and enabling us 
to provide a unified customer and stake-
holder interface with greater value.”

“This move takes QatarEnergy one 
step closer to achieving our vision of be-
coming one of the best energy companies 
in the world, and we are grateful for the 
support that our trusted international 
partners have placed in us for delivering 
on this critical strategic initiative. It goes 
without saying that we will ensure busi-
ness continuity and a seamless transition, 
during which Qatargas will continue to 
deliver on all its commitments with no in-
terruption,” the minister said.

QatarEnergy currently manages the 
marketing and sale of all products pro-
duced for export by its group of com-
panies/ affiliates, with the exception of 
LNG and Helium. Once the aforemen-
tioned integration is concluded, Qatar-
Energy will be the single point of respon-
sibility for all existing and prospective 
customers interested in the purchase of 
energy products from the State of Qatar 
and will be able to provide diversified 

products and services offering with a su-
perior integrated portfolio.

QatarEnergy is an integrated energy 
company committed to the sustainable devel-
opment of cleaner energy resources as part of 
the energy transition in Qatar and beyond.

It is the world leader in Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG) – a cleaner, more flex-
ible, and reliable source of energy, and an 
integral partner in the global energy tran-
sition. QatarEnergy’s activities cover the 
entire spectrum of the oil and gas value 
chain and include the exploration, pro-
duction, processing, refining, marketing, 
trading, and sales of energy products and 
commodities.

As “Your Energy Transition Partner”, 
QatarEnergy is committed to building a 
better and brighter future by helping meet 
today’s energy needs, while safeguarding 
our environment and natural resources 
for generations to come, bound by the 
highest standards of sustainable human, 
socio-economic, and environmental de-
velopment.

QatarEnergy to take over 
all marketing activities 
managed by Qatargas

Tribune News Network
Doha

QNB, one of the largest finan-
cial institutions in the Middle 
East and Africa, participated in 
the opening of the 19th Doha 
Jewellery and Watches Exhi-
bition organised by the Qatar 
Tourism Authority and taking 
place at the Doha Exhibition 
and Convention Center, with a 
special attendance and partici-
pation of over 500 luxury local 
and international brands.

As the Official Sponsor of 
the exhibition, QNB is commit-
ted to supporting Qatar’s tour-
ism sector, and the economic 
diversity that is a core goal of 
Qatar’s National vision 2030. 
It also supports the valuable 
participation of several nation-
al jewelry designers and luxury 
brands and talents.

The Doha Jewellery and 
Watches Exhibition has become 
one of the most prestigious 
events hosted by Qatar, and a 
major event on the bank’s agen-
da, with its official sponsorship, 
proudly provided yearly.

As a special promotion, 
QNB customers using World 
Elite and World Elite Exclusive 
credit cards on their purchases 
will receive double Life Re-
wards points for the duration 
of the exhibition that concludes 
on 25 February.

QNB Group is currently 
ranked as the most valuable 
bank brand in the Middle East 
and Africa. Through its sub-
sidiaries and associate com-
panies, the Group extends to 
more than 28 countries across 
three continents providing a 
comprehensive range of ad-
vanced products and services. 
The total number of employees 
is 28,000 operating through 
1,000 locations, with an ATM 
network of more than 4,800 
machines.

Over the coming six days, 
visitors to the Doha Jewellery 
and Watches Exhibition will 
be treated to an extensive dis-
play of luxury collections from 
over 500 brands, with local 
and international designers 
brought together under one 
roof. 

QNB takes part
in DJWE 2023 
in support of 
local tourism

Baladna Chief Executive Officer Malcolm Jordan and BEL for Near & Middle East Chief Executive Officer Garo Matossian sign the partnership agreement.   

LNG marketing 
● The strengthened alignment of LNG 
marketing activities within QatarEnergy 
will leverage a combined set of 
technical, commercial, and financial 
capabilities of both organisations to 
create an enhanced center of 
excellence for the marketing and                           
sale of all energy products                            
exported from Qatar.

The Doha Jewellery and Watches Exhibition has become one of the 
most prestigious events hosted by Qatar, and a major event on QNB’s 
agenda, with its official sponsorship, proudly provided yearly.
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More than 400 US firms operating in Qatar: Ahmadani        
Tribune News Network

Doha 

Qatar Chamber Board Mem-
ber Ibtihaj Al Ahmadani said 
that Qatar and the US have en-
joyed deep relations and close 
partnerships in all fields, es-
pecially in the economic and 
commercial areas, pointing out 
that the US is one of Qatar’s 
most valued and largest global 
partners, as their bilateral trade 
volume amounted to $5 billion 
in 2021, while it was estimated 
at $ 4.5 billion in the first nine 
months of the year 2022.

This came during the Pri-
vate Sector Event, which was 
held on the sidelines of the “US-
Qatar Strategic Dialogue 2023” 
that kicked off at the Ritz-Carl-
ton Hotel.

The event was attended by 
the Undersecretary of the Min-
istry of Commerce and Industry 
Sultan bin Rashid Al Khater and 
Dilawar Syed, State Department 
Special Representative for Com-
mercial and Business Affairs.

As for mutual investments, 
Al Ahmadani noted that there 

are more than 400 US com-
panies operating in the Qatari 
market in various sectors, and 
registered in the Qatar Chamber, 
including 40 companies with 100 
percent American capital, and 

the rest of the companies with 
a Qatari-American partnership, 
noting that there are many suc-
cessful Qatari investments in the 
US across different sectors, espe-
cially in the real estate, hospital-

ity, and infrastructure sectors.
Underscoring the attractive 

investment climate in Qatar, 
she indicated that its political 
stability, state-of-the-art infra-
structure, stable currency, and 
low corporate tax rates have 

stimulated foreign investment 
flows from all over the world 
countries.

Al Ahmadai invited US com-
panies to expand their invest-
ments in Qatar and take advan-
tage of the incentives offered by 

the state for foreign investors, 
calling on businessmen from 
both countries to enhance their 
cooperation by establishing com-
mercial partnerships and allianc-
es, whether in Qatar or the US for 
the benefit of both economies.

QLM reports GWP of 
QR1.05 bn for 2022

Tribune News Network
Doha

QLM Life and Medical Insurance Com-
pany (QLM), a leading medical and life 
insurance company in Qatar, declared its 
financial results for 2022. The company 
reported a gross written premium (GWP) 
of QR1.05 billion as against QR1.03 bil-
lion for the same period in the previous 
year. The net profit of the company for 
2022 stood at QR83.3 million against 
QR106.2 million in the previous year.

Commenting on the company’s per-
formance results, QLM Chairman Sheikh 
Saoud bin Khalid bin Hamad Al Thani 
said, “As the global economy complete-
ly emerged out of the shadows of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, the year 2022 was 
marked with its own unique challenges. 
The first half of the period witnessed an 
increase in claims activity coupled with 
softening of premium rates which pres-
sured the bottom line. However, we con-
tinue to innovate and carry a strong posi-
tive momentum as we step into the Year 
2023 and work to improve the health and 
vitality of all the members we serve.”

Net investment and other income for 
the year stood at QR38.5 million as against 
QR37.8 million in 2021. Earnings per share 
were QR0.24 per share as compared with 
QR0.30 per share in the previous year. 
The board of directors of the company has 
recommended a dividend of QR0.125 per 
share against QR0.22 per share in 2021 
which shall be	 placed for approval in 
the forthcoming annual general meeting of 
the shareholders.

QLM Chief Executive Officer Fahad Al 
Suwaidi said, “We have made significant 
progress in the digital transformation of 
the customer journey and with full op-
erations capacity the company has imple-
mented the MOPH’s recent initiative of 
launching the first phase in the mandatory 
health insurance scheme.

“This new requirement applies to all 
visitors arriving in Qatar effective 1st 
February’2023, an opportunity which 
QLM has been long preparing and is all 
geared up to capitalize. The Company 
has partnered with Hamad Internation-
al Airport and put in place 3 dedicated 
kiosks which  are strategically located 

before immigration and are easily ac-
cessible to all visitors. The continued 
focus on the retail segment has now 
started showing constructive outcomes 
and with the help of digital transforma-
tion, it ensures a seamless customer ex-
perience and improved operational ef-
ficiency”.

QLM Life & Medical Insurance Com-
pany is a publicly listed company specializ-
ing in life and medical insurance solutions 
and is regulated by Qatar Central Bank. It 
provides best-in-class service to its clients, 
with a unique value proposition. The com-
pany’s vision is to continuously provide 
outstanding medical and life coverage, by 
becoming a trusted healthcare partner.

Qatar Chamber Board Member Ibtihaj Al Ahmadani speaks at the ‘US-
Qatar Strategic Dialogue 2023’ held in Doha. 

Vodafone Qatar AGM approves distribution 
of cash dividend worth QR0.10 per share

Tribune News Network
Doha

Vodafone Qatar held its Ordinary 
and Extraordinary General Assem-
bly Meetings on Monday chaired by 
Vodafone Qatar Chairman Abdulla 
bin Nasser Al Misnad.

The outcome of the Ordinary Gen-
eral Assembly Meeting was the ap-
proval of all resolutions on the agenda 
including the Board of Directors’ pro-
posal to distribute a cash dividend of 
10 percent of the nominal share value, 
which is QR0.10 per share.

The meeting also covered the 
board of directors’ report detailing the 
company’s activities and its financial 
position for 2022. The shareholders 
reviewed and endorsed the external 
auditor’s report on the company’s ac-
counts for 2022 and the external audi-
tor’s reports on the company’s corpo-
rate governance and internal controls 
over financial reporting.

It was also approved unanimously 
that KPMG was re-appointed as the 
company’s auditors for the financial 
year 2023, in addition to approving 
their fees.

The shareholders approved the 
consolidated financial statements of 
the company for 2022 and the corpo-
rate governance report of the company 
for 2022. Moreover, there was a unan-
imous agreement to discharge the 

members of the board from all liabili-
ties and approve their remuneration.

Addressing the shareholders, 
Abdulla bin Nasser Al Misnad said, 
“From the outset, 2022 promised to 

be an eventful year for both Vodafone 
Qatar and the country as a whole. 
Vodafone Qatar continued to sup-
port key events in Qatar and deepen 
important partnerships within the lo-

cal business and community spheres, 
all whilst further embedding its new 
brand positioning – Together We Can 
– into its operations and communica-
tions with stakeholders at all levels 

through adapting to advanced tech-
nologies and empowering the human 
capability to use innovative solutions.”

Misnad said, “In 2022, the Com-
pany reported an annual Net profit 
of QR502 million, a 53.4 percent in-
crease compared to the previous year. 
Total revenue for the year increased 
21.4 percent year-on-year to reach QR 
3.1 billion due to continued growth 
across all business segments includ-
ing Prepaid, Postpaid, Fixed broad-
band services (GigaHome), managed 
services, Internet of Things (IoT), and 
others. EBITDA increased to QR 1.2 
billion reflecting the strong growth of 
19.7 percent compared to last year.”

The outcome of the extraordinary 
general assembly meeting, subject to 
obtaining all relevant regulatory ap-
provals, was the approval of the pro-
posed changes to Article 3 of the com-
pany’s Articles of Association.

Finally, the shareholders author-
ised the chairman of the board and/or 
the vice chairman to sign the amended 
Articles of Association and to com-
plete the required formalities in this 
regard, provided that the chairman of 
the board and/or the vice chairman 
shall be entitled to delegate this right 
to any member of the Board and/ or 
the CEO of the Company and to allow 
authorised persons to assign this task 
to the company’s employees as they 
deem appropriate.

Vodafone Qatar held its Ordinary and Extraordinary General Assembly Meetings on Monday chaired by Vodafone Qatar Chairman 
Abdulla bin Nasser Al Misnad.

Dignitaries attend the ‘US-Qatar Strategic Dialogue 2023’ held in Doha. 

QLM Chairman Sheikh Saoud bin Khalid bin 
Hamad Al Thani 

QLM Chief Executive Officer Fahad Al Suwaidi 

GIS successfully 
accomplishes 
Amwaj’s merger 
with Shaqab, Atyab

QNA
Doha 

Gulf International Service 
(GIS), one of the region’s 
largest oil and gas service 
providers, announced Mon-
day that the company’s 
board of directors during 
its meeting on February 
13, 2023, has approved to 
call for the extra-ordinary 
General Assembly Meet-
ing (EGM) scheduled for 
March 13, 2023, to obtain 
the shareholders’ approval 
of the Merger of Amwaj 
Catering Services Limited 
(Amwaj) with Shaqab Abela 
Catering Services (Shaqab) 
and Atyab Fruits and Veg-
etables (Atyab). The merger 
will create largest local Qa-
tari Champion in catering 
segment with sustainable 
value creation.

The proposed merger of 
Amwaj, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of GIS, with selected 
entities of Shaqab and Aty-
ab, is intended to be effec-
tive from January 1, 2023.

The merger is an all-
share combination of Amwaj 
with in-kind contributions 
from two new incumbent 

strategic merging share-
holders who are currently 
100 percent joint owners of 
Shaqab and Atyab namely 
Tamween and Abela Qatar 
International.

New strategic share-
holders of Amwaj along 
with GIS have jointly 
agreed to make the merg-
er’s effective date as Janu-
ary 1, 2023, and will enter 
into a definitive sharehold-
ers agreement alongside 
appropriate regulatory ap-
provals.

The merger will create a 
catering national champion, 
and the combined entity 
will become the go-to player 
for all large-scale catering 
needs in Qatar and, poten-
tially, in the wider region.

The merger will com-
bine Amwaj’s solid brand 
and strong client base with 
the incumbent sharehold-
ers’ best-in-class manage-
ment capabilities and prov-
en track record.

Post-merger, Amwaj 
will have an effective share-
holding of 30 percent held 
by GIS, 35.7 percent by 
Tamween, and 34.3 percent 
by AQI.
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Indian firms eye 
‘game-changing’ 
potential of trade 
pact with GCC

AGENCIES 
NEW DELHI 

INDIAN businesses are eye-
ing the potential of a free trade 
pact with Gulf countries, the 
Confederation of Indian In-
dustry said on Sunday, as New 
Delhi recorded a significant 
rise in exports a year after such 
an agreement with the UAE. 

India and the Gulf Coop-
eration Council agreed to re-
sume talks on a free trade pact 
last November, the third such 
attempt following negotiations 
previously held in 2006 and 
2008. 

In 2021-22, their bilateral 
trade grew from $87 billion to 
$154 billion.

Indian businesses are excit-
ed about the potential of a free 
trade deal with the six-member 
union, said CII Senior Director 
Manish Mohan. 

“The Free Trade Agreement 
with the GCC would be a game-
changer in the region,” Mohan 
told Arab News on Sunday. 

“Businesses are excited. 
They are realizing that there 
is a huge potential in the Gulf 
and the Middle East and North 
Africa region across sectors 
like health, trade and invest-
ment,” he added. “The GCC is 
also emerging as an important 
partner for India.” 

India and the UAE are re-
cording a trade increase of 
nearly 30 percent across dif-
ferent sectors after they signed 
the Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement last 
February. The landmark deal 

reduced tariffs on around 80 
percent of all goods and pro-
vided zero-duty access to 90 
percent of Indian exports. 

“There is remarkable 
growth,” Mohan said. “The 
CEPA agreement is a starting 
point, and we are looking at a 
huge upward trend between In-
dia and the UAE.” 

Mohan said India’s trade 
pact with the UAE is a “win-win 
situation,” as the CII expects 
trade to reach $100 billion in 
five years. 

The UAE is India’s third 
largest trading partner after the 
US and China, with a bilateral 
trade volume of $43.3 billion 
in 2020-21, which the CII said 
rose to $57 billion following the 
agreement. 

“We are seeing an en-
hanced market access that is 
being offered under the India-
UAE CEPA,” he said. 

“The UAE is a gateway to 
not only African countries but 
also central Asian countries. 
This will have positive spins 
with other countries as well as 
other regions through UAE. 
Everybody would benefit from 
the CEPA.” 

The Indian Embassy in the 
UAE said the agreement has 
“unleashed new opportunities” 
in trade. 

“Exporters from both sides 
have benefited immensely 
since the CEPA entered into 
force,” Sunjay Sudhir, India’s 
ambassador to the UAE, told 
Arab News. “The CEPA has 
opened a new frontier for bilat-
eral trade.”

Minister of State and Qatar Free Zones Authority (QFZ) Chairman HE Ahmad Al Sayed received Dilawar Syed, the special representative for commercial and business affairs in the United States of America. During the                                                          
meeting, prospects of cooperation were discussed to deepen the commercial partnership between the State of Qatar and the US. The meeting was attended by a number of senior officials from both sides, followed by 
a tour at the Business Innovation Park in Ras Bufontas Free Zone, to present the investment opportunities offered by the free zones.

Qatar Free Zones Authority chairman meets with US official

Opec+ can adjust 
output policy if market 
conditions change, says 
Saudi energy minister

AGENCIES 
LONDON 

THE Opec+ group of 23 oil-
producing countries remains 
flexible and can alter its out-
put policy if market conditions 
change, Saudi Arabia’s Energy 
Minister has said.

“We are flexible enough 
to adjust Opec+ decisions if 
needed,” Prince Abdulaziz bin 
Salman said at a conference in 
the kingdom on Monday, ac-
cording to a Bloomberg report.

His remarks come after the 
group agreed to stick to its ex-
isting oil output cuts of 2 mil-
lion barrels per day at a meet-
ing earlier this month.

The next meeting of the 
joint ministerial monitoring 
committee is scheduled for 
April 3.

Last week, Opec raised its 
2023 oil demand forecast by 
100,000 bpd amid expecta-
tions of an economic rebound 
in China, the world’s largest 
crude importer.

“Key to oil demand growth 
in 2023 will be the return of 
China from its mandated mo-
bility restrictions and the effect 
this will have on the country,” 
the group said in its monthly oil 
market report.

However, economic factors 
such as high inflation, mon-
etary tightening policies, sov-
ereign debt levels and political 
tension have the potential to 
dampen the outlook for oil de-

mand, Opec said.
Brent, the benchmark for 

two thirds of the world’s oil, 
surged to $140 a barrel after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
last year.

The international bench-
mark has since given up most 
of those gains and is currently 
trading at about $84 a barrel.

Russia, the world’s second-
largest oil producer after Saudi 
Arabia, said it would cut pro-
duction by 500,000 bpd, or 
about 5 per cent of output, in 

March after the West imposed 
price caps on its crude and re-
fined products.

On February 5, the G7 and 
the EU agreed to set the price 
cap at $100 a barrel for prod-
ucts that trade at a premium to 
crude, such as diesel, and $45 
a barrel for products that trade 
at a discount, such as naphtha 
and fuel oil.

The price cap was intro-
duced along with an EU ban 
on Russian diesel and other re-
fined products.

The International Energy 
Agency has predicted that the 
global supply of crude oil will 
surpass demand in the first half 
of this year.

However, the agency also 
noted that the balance could 
swiftly transition to a deficit as 
demand rebounds and Russian 
output declines.

The Paris-based agency ex-
pects global oil demand to rise 
by 2 million bpd this year, with 
900,000 bpd coming from Chi-
na alone.

Saudi Arabia’s Minister of Energy Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman Al Saud.

Slowing infra investment may dent Russia’s oil sector
AGENCIES 

LONDON 

“IT was forced on them. They 
don’t have the ability to keep up 
the production volumes because 
they don’t have access to neces-
sary technology.” So said the 
EU’s energy commissioner Kadri 
Simson in response to Russia’s 
announcement that it would 
cut oil production in March by 
500,000 barrels per day (bpd). 
But is this the real reason?

National oil industries can 
collapse for various non-techni-
cal reasons: war, sanctions, po-
litical breakdown. History of-
fers at least four solid examples 
that might compare to Russia’s 
current situation, excluding 
physical destruction such as 
that in Kuwait in 1990-91.

Iran’s production reached 
its all-time high of slightly more 
than 6 million bpd in 1974. The 
revolution of 1978-79, strikes 
by oil workers and the invasion 
by Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in 
1980 brought it crashing down 
to 1.3 million bpd in 1981.

Post-war recovery was 
hampered by American sanc-
tions and unattractive condi-

tions for foreign investment, 
then by US presidents Obama 
and Trump’s moves to cut off 
most of the country’s oil ex-
ports. Nevertheless, despite 
ageing fields and infrastruc-
ture, and waves of civil unrest, 
production still hovers around 
3.6 million bpd.

Iraq was also badly affected 
by wars. Production in the post-
nationalisation glory years of 
the 1970s peaked at almost 3.7 
million bpd in 1979. During the 
Iran-Iraq War, exports via the 
Gulf were cut by Iranian mili-
tary action and Iran’s ally Syria 
closed the pipeline through its 
territory. Output dwindled, 
partly recovered when a pipe-
line via Turkey was opened, 
then crashed to fewer than 
300,000 bpd because of UN 
sanctions following the 1990 
invasion of Kuwait.

The oil-for-food programme 
in the 1990s allowed for some 
recovery but the industry was 
starved of funds and equip-
ment, then battered by looting 
and political chaos following 
the 2003 US-led invasion. Only 
after 2009 and the advent of 
major foreign investment could 

the situation improve, as Iraq 
passed its previous high in 2015 
and reached a record of nearly 
4.8 million bpd in 2019 before 
Covid struck. Today’s Iraqi oil 
industry is almost entirely a 
post-2009 creation.

Venezuela is the most ex-
traordinary case: without war 
or, until 2019, strict sanctions, 
it sabotaged itself. In the late 

1990s, it challenged Saudi 
Arabia and its Opec colleagues 
with plans for rapid produc-
tion growth, contributing to a 
price collapse. President Hugo 
Chavez, elected in December 
1998, reinstated full co-opera-
tion with Opec. He fired 17,000 
oil workers after a general 
strike of 2002-03 aimed at un-
seating him, ruining Petroleos 

de Venezuela, once an admired 
national company.

Expropriation of foreign 
projects, lack of investment, 
emigration, corruption, theft 
and sabotage decimated Ven-
ezuela’s petroleum indus-
try under Mr Chavez and his 
hand-picked successor Nicolas 
Maduro. US sanctions in early 
2019, following another disput-

ed presidential election, were 
the final straw. Record produc-
tion in 1998 of more than 3.4 
million bpd slumped to just 
640,000 bpd in 2020.

Despite sanctions waiv-
ers to allow US companies to 
resume some operations, and 
greater openness to foreign 
involvement after an apparent 
change of heart in the Maduro 
administration, it seems un-
likely that Venezuela’s rust-
ing industry, based on heavy, 
high-carbon oil, will ever truly 
recover. Russia itself is the final 
example. As Thane Gustafson’s 
prescient book Crisis Amid 
Plenty recounts, the Soviet 
oil industry of the late 1980s, 
when Russian output peaked 
at 11.4 million bpd, was already 
struggling with inefficiency, 
outdated technology and de-
pleted fields.

During the post-Soviet time 
of troubles in the 1990s, the 
integrated business was bro-
ken up and most passed into 
the hands of “oligarchs”, who 
fought messy corporate battles 
to grab more. Prices were low, 
investment and tax payments 
minimal.

The Soviet oil industry of the late 1980s, when Russian output peaked at 11.4 million bpd, was already	
 struggling with inefficiency, outdated technology and depleted fields.



First Day Super Show: Murray saves 
three match points to advance at 

Qatar ExxonMobil Open 2023

Novak Djokovic 
claimed a share of 
yet more history on 
Monday as he start-
ed his 377th week 
as world number 
one. Djokovic has 
won 22 major titles, 
the joint-most among 
men, and has long 
since held the record 
for the most weeks 
at the top of the 
ATP rankings. His 
nearest rival on the 

men’s tour - since the rankings were introduced in 1973 - is 
the now retired Roger Federer, who spent 310 weeks in top 
spot. But Djokovic has also matched Steffi Graf, the WTA 
leader, in making it to 377 weeks. Graf was the women’s 
number one 45 weeks longer than second-placed Martina 
Navratilova (332), with Serena Williams in third (319). The 
WTA rankings began in 1975. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Djokovic starts 377th week as  
World No. 1, tying Graf record

 Quick read

Tuesday, FEBRUARY 21, 2023

Oumar Sekou 
scores a brace as 
Al Ahli upstage 
Al Sadd in QNB 
Stars League
page 13

Vinay Nayudu
Doha

It was a clash between the es-
tablished and GenX. But as 
he does often, the three-time 
Grand Slam and two-time Qa-
tar champion Andy Murray 
showed his resilient self to sur-
vive three match points only to 
walk away with a victory later 
over Lorenzo Sonego in the 
opening round of Qatar Exxon-
Mobil Open 2023 at the Khalifa 
International Tennis & Squash 
Complex on Monday night.

Scotsman Murray won 4-6, 
6-1, 7-6 (4)  after a battle of two 
hours and 30 minutes wherein 
his opponent also fired eight 
aces against his one.

Murray saved the match 
points from 4-5, 15/40 on his 
own serve in the deciding set 
and later trailed 0/3 in the de-
ciding tie-break. The 35-year-
old raised his level in style from 
there, however, winning seven 
of the last eight points to clinch 
a two-hour, 30-minute win.

“It was really tough,” said 
Murray post-match. “We never 
played together, or practised 
with each other before, so I 
didn’t know exactly how the 
match was going to go and it 
took a while to get used to his 
game.

“He’s a very aggressive 
player, takes a lot of chances, 
but it’s high-risk tennis. He 
rolled the dice at the end, and it 
looked like he had the momen-
tum. But thankfully in the mid-
part of that tie-break he made a 
couple of mistakes and I man-
aged to turn it around.”

A slow start from Murray 
cost him dearly in the first set 
after Sonego broke the Briton 
to love in the first game. There 
were no further break points for 
either man as the Italian moved 
ahead, but Murray struck back 
in style in the second set, racing 
to a 5-0 lead that proved unas-
sailable by staying aggressive 
and striking cleanly off both 
wings from the baseline.

The tension-filled third 
set appeared to be on the rac-
quet of Sonego, who frequently 
painted the lines with some 
huge groundstrokes and at one 
stage won 13 points in a row 
on serve. Yet Murray was not 
to be denied, as his late charge 
earned the victory despite the 
former World No. 1 having hit 
just 20 winners to Sonego’s 34.

Monday’s win means Mur-
ray, who is a four-time finalist 
in Doha and lifted the trophy in 
2008 and 2009, is now 7-0 in 
opening-round matches.

The 35-year-old Briton will 
play fourth seed Alexander 
Zverev in the second round as he 
bids to reach his first ATP Tour 
quarter-final of the season.

In the day’s final clash, 
Spaniard Alejandro Davidovich 

Fokina defeated Frenchman 
Constant Lestienne in straight 
sets 6-4, 6-3 in 84 minutes.

Earlier, Murray’s country-
man Liam Broady also enjoyed 
deciding-set tie-break success. 

The World No. 147 convert-
ed six of 17 break points to see 
off fellow qualifier Oleksii Kru-
tykh 6-0, 4-6, 7-6(2) and set 

a second-round meeting with 
third seed Daniil Medvedev.

Australians Christopher 
O’Connell and Jason Kubler 
both advanced to the second 
round. O’Connell defeated wild 
card Fernando Verdasco 6-1, 
3-6, 6-0, while Kubler led 7-6(4) 
1-0 when his opponent Aslan 
Karatsev retired from their first-

round match. (inputs ATP)
Results
Men’s Singles (1st Round)
[7] A. Davidovich Fokina (ESP) d 
C. Lestienne (FRA) 6-4, 6-3
[WC] A. Murray (GBR) d L. Son-
ego (ITA) 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (4)
C. O’Connell (AUS) d [WC] F. 
Verdasco (ESP) 6-1, 3-6, 6-0
[Q] L. Broady (GBR) d [Q] O. Kru-
tykh (UKR) 6-0, 4-6, 7-6 (2)
J. Kubler (AUS) d A. Karatsev 7-6 
(4), 10 Retired
Men’s Doubles (1st Round)
[Alt] P. Niklas-Salminen (FIN) / E. 
Ruusuvuori (FIN) d [1] N. Mektic 
(CRO) / M. Pavic (CRO) 6-2, 7-6 (5)
[2] H. Nys (MON) / J. Zielinski 
(POL) d R. Jebavy (CZE) / A. 
Pavlasek (CZE) 6-4, 7-6 (4)
D. Evans (GBR) / J. O’Mara 
(GBR) d I. Ivashka / A. Rublev 
6-7 (5), 7-5, 10-7.

Spaniard Alejandro Davidovich Fokina celebrates a point during his first round match against Constant 
Lietienne of France at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex in Doha on Monday.  
Davidovich Fokina won 6-4, 6-3.

Andy Murray of Great Britain in action against Italian Lorenzo Sonega during their opening round match of  
Qatar ExxonMobil Open 2023 men singles at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex in Doha on 
Monday.  Murray won 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (4).

Windy conditions 
make challenge 
tougher: Rublev

For someone who 
debuted into tennis at 
the age of 13, Andrey 
Rublev has come a long 

distance in twelve years having 
won numerous junior titles, 
made quarter-finals of Austral-
ian, French and US Open and 
won mixed doubles gold at the 
Olympics. He has also won ATP 
singles and doubles titles here 
in Doha. Son of a former pro 
boxer, Rublev with his ruffled 
hair is quite a force on the 
tennis court. Back in Qatar, he 
is now eager to get going. He 
spoke to the media on Monday 
on his impressions about Doha, 
the season and other things.
Excerpts

Welcome back!
I feel that I have great memo-
ries here. I won a title, I won 
doubles, I was in the final, 
semi-final. I’m happy to be 
back. I’m just enjoying myself 
for the moment in amazing 
hotel, in amazing facilities, the 
tennis club. We will see how 
everything is gonna be.

You have made three finals 
here. What do you think is so 
special about this court that 
makes you play so well?
I don’t know. I lost here also 
once very early (smiling). I 
don’t know. And the last time 
that I played here, I was in 
semifinal, but I did not play a 
match. I was first-round bye, 
then was walkover, walkover, 
and I was in the semis. So the 
last time that I played here I 
lost basically my first match. It 
was semis, but it was my first 
match (smiling).  
So we’ll see. I mean, the condi-
tions are good here. When I 
used to play here it was the 
first week of the year. So there 
was no wind. The weather was 
super perfect. Now, this time 
it’s a lot of wind, so it’s really 
tough to play, the level become 
more equal, because you can-
not shoot the same way, you 
cannot serve the same way, 
you cannot play the same way 
like normally you’re playing 
because of the wind.  
You need to somehow just 
make the ball in, and that’s 
why conditions become same 
for everyone. That’s why, from 
one point of view, it’s even 
tougher.  
Especially for the players who 
normally on paper are stronger, 
it’s even tougher. I have tough 
first match that I will play. I’m 
waiting for the guys to play 
tomorrow, and it’s gonna be 
tough match. So we’ll see. 
Hopefully I can show great 
tennis.

How do you rate your start of 
the season?
For the moment on ATP tourna-
ments, I didn’t do well. In the 
beginning of the season I lost 
first two rounds, but I had 
tough draws. I lost to two good 
players three-sets matches 
that were so close, and then I 

did really well in Australia. Last 
week I did first round. For the 
moment, looks like on ATP Tour 
not that good, but in the Slam 
for a moment I did well.

Q. Can you talk a little bit 
about this line of clothes you 
started with? How did it come 
through?
Basically something that I was 
thinking for a while. Then I 
have a really good connection 
with Nike. We are really close 
together, and I just asked if I 
can take one year of break for 
me to try to do something.
For the moment, they allowed 
me without losing, how you 
say, our relationship to work, 
let’s say, in the future or some-
thing.
That’s it. So now hopefully 
for Roland Garros is gonna 
be a first big and really good 
project, and we’ll see after this 
what’s gonna happen.

In this week or in this month, 
there are many ATP tourna-
ments around the world. How 
do you make your decision?
First of all, I talk with my 
team. Normally we decide 
from there. Like let’s say to 
go to South America to play 
on clay when you need to go 
back Indian Wells to play on 
the hard, I don’t know, it’s a bit 
tougher. Like to spend there 
one month, even you lose first 
round, you are not going to 
come back. You will stay there, 
waiting for the next tournament 
and next tournament.
Then it’s, I don’t know, it’s 
more for the players who 
like only to play on clay, and 
they try to avoid tournaments 
indoor or stuff like that.
That’s why, in my case, I stay 
in Europe, because if I lose, in 
case first round or something, 
I can go and practice, and then 
the closest tournaments is 
Doha, Dubai, because anyway, 
you have Dubai or Acapulco, 
that one of those you have to 
play. Doha from Dubai is very 
close. So in the end it’s more 
like this. What is like comforta-
ble, then that’s how we decide.

What were the things you like 
about the last season. Your 
game, and the things you 
maybe dislike?
I think in my case it’s not 
about the game. First of all, 
the game you cannot control. 
You cannot control if you’re 
gonna play this tournament 
on the highest level or you will 
feel not really good and you 
will not perform well. So in my 
case, it’s not about tennis. In 
my case it’s more about prob-
ably some emotional part and 
the things I’m doing outside 
the court. Because last year, 
there was many things that 
I did really good outside the 
court that helped me a lot, but 
still, I was doing a lot of bad 
things outside the court that 
was bringing me down or stuff 
like that.

New York: In his first tournament since 
a four-month injury layoff Carlos Alcaraz 
went all the way and defeated Cameron 
Norrie 6-3, 7-5 in the Argentina Open final. 
Alcaraz, 19, became the youngest player to 
ever reach the world number one ranking in 
September, and with his victory in Buenos 
Aires he now has seven ATP Tour singles 
titles to his name. After knocking off some 
rust in a close three-set opening match 
against Laslo Djere, Alcaraz advanced to the 
final following straight sets victories over 
Dusan Lajovic and Spanish compatriot Bernabe Zapata Miralles. Against Norrie, 
Alcaraz played an exceptionally tight first set, winning 73% (16-of-22) of his 
service points while not allowing his opponent a single break point opportunity.  
He broke twice in the opening set and secured another quick break to begin the 
second, jumping ahead 3-0 as he threatened to run away with the match. Norrie 
did not lay down, recovering from 5-2 down to tie things up at 5-5, but Alcaraz 
would not allow it to reach a tie-breaker as he finished the match with another 
break of serve. The 250 ranking points on offer to the winner pulls Alcaraz to 
within striking distance of Novak Djokovic as he looks to reclaim his spot as 
world number one. (STATS Perform/DPA)

Alcaraz defeats Norrie to triumph in  
return at the Argentina Open

CENTRE COURT start 2:30 pm
I. Ivashka vs [8] B. van de Zandschulp (NED)
E. Ruusuvuori (FIN) vs [6] D. Evans (GBR)
Not Before 6:00 pm
[WC] A. Shelbayh (JOR) vs S. Kwon (KOR)
[5] R. Bautista Agut (ESP) vs M. Fucsovics (HUN)
GRANDSTAND 1 start 2:30 pm
T. Griekspoor (NED) vs Q. Halys (FRA)
[LL] N. Basilashvili (GEO) vs [Q] A. Muller (FRA)
[Q] D. Dzumhur (BIH) vs J. Lehecka (CZE)
[4] R. Haase (NED) / M. Middelkoop (NED) vs 

[WC] M. Jaziri (TUN) / M. Zayid (QAT)
GRANDSTAND 2 start 2:30 pm
Y. Bhambri (IND) / S. Myneni (IND) vs T. Puetz 
(GER) / J. Struff (GER)
Not Before 3:30 pm
[WC] L. Broady (GBR) / A. Zverev (GER) vs [3] R. 
Bopanna (IND) / M. Ebden (AUS)
After Suitable Rest - J. Kubler (AUS) / J. Peers 
(AUS) vs T. Griekspoor (NED) / B. Stevens (NED)
C. Lestienne (FRA) / B. van de Zandschulp (NED) 
vs R. Klaasen (RSA) / H. Reese (USA).

Tuesday - Order of Play

Former champion and Qatar ExxonMobil Open 2023 top seed Andrey 
Rublev at the Khalifa International Tennis & Squash Complex on Monday.



Sports

Haaland ‘the striker Man City needed’ 
as teammate Ederson hits out at critics

STATS Perform/dpa
London 

Erling Haaland is the striker 
Manchester City needed and 
suggestions the Norwegian 
only scores “easy” goals are 
“a lie,” according to his team-
mate Ederson.

Haaland has scored 32 
goals in 31 appearances for City 
across all competitions since 
his move from Borussia Dort-
mund last year - more than any 
other player from Europe’s top 
five leagues.

He has hit 26 of those 
goals in the Premier League, 
but with City struggling to pull 
clear of Arsenal and Manches-
ter United in the title race, the 
22-year-old has attracted criti-
cism recently.

Arsenal great Thierry 
Henry suggested Tottenham’s 
Harry Kane may have been a 
better fit for City, while former 
Liverpool defender Jamie Car-
ragher said Haaland “might 
have picked the wrong club.” 
However, Ederson believes 

Haaland is well-suited to 
City’s style, though he acknowl-
edges Pep Guardiola’s men 
have had to adapt to his char-
acteristics.  

“When he arrived, we said 
he was going to score a lot - and 
that’s been happening. He is a 
brilliant goalscorer, he always 
looks to score and help the 
team,” Ederson told UEFA.com.

“He is the striker we need-
ed, because in comparison to 

Gabriel [Jesus], they are differ-
ent players. Gabi likes to come 
in from out wide, he is stronger 
and more versatile. Haaland 
plays more centrally, looking to 
get into the box, he is a target 
in the area.  

“That has been the major 
difference. When you get into 
the final third you have someone 
who will always be in the area.

“Many people say most of 
the goals he scores are easy 
- but that is a lie. It’s his posi-
tioning - that’s his best ability. 
He doesn’t score easy goals, he 
positions himself very well.  

“I hope he continues to 
score many goals, making us 

happy and we’ll keep working 
together for all the titles.” City 
return to Champions League 
action when they visit RB Leip-
zig for the first leg of their last-
16 tie on Wednesday, and with 
Haaland netting 28 times in 23 
appearances in the competition 
throughout his career, the club 
hope his finishing ability will 
help deliver their first Euro-
pean crown.

Ederson is in no doubt as to 
the importance of continental 
success to City, saying: “That’s 
our main objective, the main 
objective of the club.  “We’ve 
been trying [to win it] and will 
carry on trying. We haven’t 

won it yet, we reached the fi-
nal [in 2021], and a few semi-
finals, and we didn’t come out 
of it with a good result.  

“But I think this year, we’re 
more than capable of getting 
to the final and challenging for 
the title.

“Now this title is what the 
club needs, it’s what we ath-
letes need and it’s what Guar-
diola needs here at the club, 
too. This year, we’re going to 
try. We’re going after it.” 

Haaland scored six goals in 
four appearances against Leip-
zig during his time with Dort-
mund, averaging a goal every 
60 minutes against them. 

Manchester City’s Norwegian striker Erling Haaland (R) takes a shot during the English Premier League 
match against Nottingham Forest at The City Ground in Nottingham, central England, on Saturday. (AFP)

Tribune News Network
Doha

Oumar Sekou scored a brace 
as Al Ahli upstaged Al Sadd 2-1 
in their Week 15 encounter of 
the QNB Stars League 2022-
2023 season at the Hamad Bin 
Khalifa Stadium on Monday. 

The Brigadiers hit back af-
ter trailing 0-1 for most part of 
the opening half showing the 
form they did at the start of the 
season.

While Akram Afif had put 
Al Sadd ahead in the 36th min-
ute, Sekou scored the two goals 
for Al Ahli in the 44th and the 
71st minutes of the match.

The win saw Al Ahli move 
to sixth place on the rank-
ings table with 20 points from 
14 matches. Al Sadd with 22 
points from 13 matches are 
third in the rankings and ahead 
of Qatar SC on goal difference.

Sekou stole the show and 
even had one strike ruled out for 
off-side as Al Ahli kept their ri-
vals at bay especially in the eight 
added minutes of the match.

Al Sadd came close to scor-
ing many a time but they failed 
to find the target.

The Wolves also had a 
promising start when Baghdad 
Bounedjah’s header in the 13th 
minute was well stopped by the 
rival goalkeeper Yazan Naim, 
who made another close save 
in the 24th minute.

The mercurial Akram Afif 
opened the scoring when he 
first initiated the move and then 
broke past the defence into the 
box to strike a telling goal.

Al Ahli managed to equalize 
just ahead of half time when a 
free kick of theirs hit the de-
fence wall and came back into 
play. Aldoukali Al Baoure then 
lobbed the ball in for an un-
marked Oumar to lunge from 
the right inside the box and 
score with a header.

Oumar’s second goal was 
a fine field goal from his own 
move down the right. He sent 
in a cross but a defensive er-
ror by Al Sadd’s Musaab Khidir 
saw the ball go back to a rush-
ing Oumar to sent in a success-
ful left strike this time.

Al Sadd who till then had al-
ready seen two hits go well and 
over the goal, tried hard to level 
the scores again but in vain.

There was a scramble in 
front of Al Ahli goal in the dy-

ing minutes of the match as Al 
Sadd attacked. Once Hassan 
Al Haydos’ kick was stopped 
at the right post by an alert 
defender while Santi Cazorla, 
who had a clear chance, shot 
feebly for the goalkeeper to col-
lect. Bounedjah then tried to go 
for the kill but he too shot wide. 

Alaaeldin stars in Al Ghara-
fa’s 3-2 win over Al Shamal
Al Gharafa beat Al Shamal 
3-2 in an exciting encounter 
at the Al Gharafa Stadium on 
Monday. 

Al Gharafa rallied to bounce 
back from deficit twice to over-
come a strong Al Shamal, who 
led 2-1 at half time.

While Ali Olwan (10th min-

ute) and Rabeh Boussafi (44th 
minute) scored the goals for 
Al Shamal, Ahmed Alaaeldin 
(39th and 59th minute) and 
Ishak Beldofil (49th minute) 
did the scoring for winners Al 
Gharafa.

The brace from Alaaeldin – 
both goals scored through div-
ing headers – stood out spec-
tacularly.

The valuable three points 
took Al Gharafa’s tally to 22 
from 14 matches to stay 5th in 
the rankings. 

Al Shamal still remain in 
the danger zone being 10th 
with 10 points from 12 games.

The start from Al Shamal 
was a good and they took the 
lead as Olwan made a fine 

move down the middle and fol-
lowing a return of his pass from 
Boussafi he shot from outside 
the box and the ball deflected 
off a defender’s foot on way 
into the goal.

Al Shamal then had a 
chance to double their lead in 
the 33rd minute but Moustafa 
Tarek’s kick saw the ball go 
past the right post.

Six minutes later, Belfodil 
from the right provided a cross 
for an unmarked Alaaeldin to 
make a dive to head the dipping 
ball into the net.

Al Shamal hit back soon 
as just before half time while 
trying to defend a cross Al 
Gharafa’s Islom Khujaev de-
flected the ball towards a lurk-
ing Boussafi, who moved up to 
left-foot it into the goal.

Al Gharafa soon restored 
parity again as Belfodil made 
the most of a Farid Boulaya’s 
hard work of braking into the 
penalty area. With Boulaya 
passing the ball back to Belfo-
dil, the Algerian striker did well 
to hold back a chasing defender 
to strike in time to make the 
scores 2-2.

The winning goal for Al 
Gharafa was created by a fast 
moving Homam Amin from the 
left and he sent in a lob into the 
centre of the ‘D’ and Alaaeldin 
dived to connect the ball mid-
air for a perfect header.

The game continued to 
produce more absorbing mo-
ments and a few yellow cards 
were flashed. But all efforts of 
Al Shamal were well foiled by 
Al Gharafa.

QNB Stars League: Sekou double 
sees Al Ahli upstage Al Sadd 2-1

AFC
Doha

Edmilson Junior believes Al 
Duhail SC have what it takes 
to make the AFC Champions 
League 2022 final after their 
gritty win over Al Rayyan SC in 
the Round of 16 on Sunday.

Al Duhail were tested to 
the limit by a hardy Al Rayyan 
who refused to give up despite 
staring at defeat, with Hernan 
Crespo’s side finally advancing 
with a 7-6 penalty shootout win 
after the tie ended 1-1 at the Al 
Thumama Stadium. 

The win was particularly 
satisfying for Edmilson Junior, 
with the player having missed 
a major portion of the season 
through injury. 

“I am delighted with what we 
have shown during this game. It 
is a very special and important 
win for us. I was injured for a 
very long time and I am glad to 
have played a role in my team’s 
win,” said the left winger.

It was his cross which led to 
Al Duhail opening the scoring 

through Mohammed Muntari 
in the 107th minute, with the 
Brazilian then converting their 
first spot-kick in the shootout. 

Al Duhail’s resilience, said 
Edmilson, has convinced him 
that they can go all the way to 
the final. 

“I have played in Doha for 
five seasons now and have ap-
peared in many Champions 
League matches. There have 
been changes to the squad and 
I strongly believe we can make 
the final,” said the Player-of-
the-Match. 

Head coach Hernan Crespo 
shared his player’s sentiment, 
saying his team’s battling dom-
inant performance has con-
vinced him of their chances. 

“This match shouldn’t have 
gone as far as it did. We de-
served to win as we controlled 
the match and had many 
chances, including goals which 
were disallowed. 

“We have great players and 
if we continue performing like 
this, I strongly believe we can 
make the final,” said Crespo.

AFC CL Final within Al 
Duhail’s reach: Edmilson

Lewandowski restores  
8-pt cushion for Barcelona
STATS Perform/dpa

Robert Lewandowski scored 
just his second LaLiga goal 
since October as Barcelona 
beat Cadiz 2-0 to restore their 
eight-point lead over Real Ma-
drid.

The 34-year-old added to 
Sergi Roberto’s opener as two 
goals late in the first half un-
did a Cadiz side who held their 
own for much of the Camp Nou 
clash and had two goals from 
Roger disallowed.

Another clean sheet, Bar-
celona’s 17th shutout in La-
Liga this season, puts Xavi’s 
side a step nearer the title, and 
this was a seventh consecutive 
league victory, the third time 
they have had such a run under 
the leadership of their former 
midfielder.

It sealed a double for the 
season, too, with Barcelona 
having won 4-0 in September 
against the team who are now 
fighting a relegation battle, sit-
ting just two points outside the 
bottom three.

Cadiz thought they had 
made a 19th-minute break-
through when a delicious pass 
over the top from Santiago Ar-
zamendia, with the outside of 
his left boot, found Roger. The 
striker finished well but had 
strayed a foot offside, to Barce-
lona’s relief.

Lacking service, Lewan-
dowski barely had a sniff of goal 
until the 41st minute, when a 
cross from Ferran Torres on 
the right looked ideal for him 
to nod in at the far post. Under 
pressure, though, he could not 
make a clean connection.

The same duo combined as 
Barcelona struck two minutes 
later.

Lewandowski’s stooping 

header from Torres’ clipped 
cross was kicked off the line by 
Isaac Carcelen but only as far 
as Sergi Roberto, who slammed 
it back into the back of the net 
from eight yards.

Lewandowski drove in Bar-
celona’s second goal in stop-
page time, a clinical low strike 
from 16 yards taking his haul to 
15 in the league this season.

The former Bayern Munich 
striker prodded a shot against 
the top of the bar early in the 
second half, before Cadiz’s 
Roger had a second goal dis-
allowed after finishing well 
from a corner, with team-mate 
Fali penalised for a nudge into 
Marc-Andre ter Stegen.

The visitors perhaps had 
reason to feel aggrieved, and 
Cadiz kept pushing, with Ter 
Stegen saving well from sub-
stitutes Fede San Emeterio and 
Chris Ramos late in the game, 
before Anthony Lozano headed 
against the left post. It wasn’t 
to be their night.
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Al Ahli’s Oumar Sekou Yansane (extreme right) looks on as Al Sadd’s Santi Cazorla (centre) fights for the ball 
during their QNB Stars League Week 15 match at the Hamad Bin Khalifa Stadium on Monday.

Al Gharafa’s Ahmed Alaaeldin (extreme left) celebrates with teammates 
one his two goals against Al Shamal at the Al Gharafa Stadium on Monday.

Edmilson Junior of Al Duhail (centre) celebrates with teammates after 
they won the AFC Champions League Round of 16 match against Al 
Rayyan at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha on Sunday. (AFP)

Barcelona’s Polish forward Robert 
Lewandowski celebrates scoring 
his team’s second goal during the 
Spanish League match against 
Cadiz CF at the Camp Nou stadium 
in Barcelona on Sunday. (AFP)

London: England’s Tottenham Hotspur have called out the online rac-
ist abuse directed at their player Heung-Min Son during the Premier 
League match against West Ham on Sunday, describing it as “utterly 
reprehensible.” “We have been made aware of the utterly reprehen-
sible online racist abuse directed at Heung-Min Son during today’s 
match,” the club wrote in a tweet after the Spurs defeated West Ham 
2-0. Substitute Son, a South Korean national, scored the second 
goal briefly after coming in in the 72nd minute. The Spurs said they 
reported the online abuse and called on social media networks to 
act. “We stand with Sonny and once again call on the social media 
companies and authorities to take action,” the tweet said. (DPA)

Tottenham slam online racist abuse  
of Son as ‘utterly reprehensible’

 Quick read

Alaaeldin stars 
for Al Gharafa
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Tiger Woods admitted his re-
turn to top-level golf was physi-
cally harder than he let on after 
a final round of 73 in the Gen-
esis Invitational.

Woods suffered multiple 
fractures of his right leg and 
ankle in a car accident in Los 
Angeles two years ago and has 
resigned himself to playing 
only a handful of events a year 
for the rest of his career.

The 15-time major winner 
showed glimpses of his bril-
liance at Riviera, particularly 
during a third round of 67, but 
found it difficult to walk 18 
holes for five days in succes-
sion in his first event without 
the use of a cart since last sum-
mer’s Open Championship.

“It’s progress, headed in the 
right direction,” Woods told re-
porters. “It certainly was a little 
bit more difficult than I prob-
ably let on.

“My team has been fantas-
tic in getting my body recov-
ered day to day and getting me 
ready to play each and every 
day. That’s the hard part that I 
can’t simulate at home.

“Even if I played four days 
at home, it’s not the same as 
adrenaline, it’s not the same as 
the system being ramped up like 
that, the intensity, just the focus 
that it takes to play at this level.” 

Woods would not be drawn on 
whether he will contest another 
PGA Tour event before the Mas-
ters in April, adding: “Like I told 
you guys last year, I’m not going 
to play any more than probably 
the majors and maybe a couple 
more.

“That’s it, that’s all my body 
will allow me to do. My back 
the way it is, all the surgeries I 
had on my back, my leg the way 

it is, I just can’t. That’s just go-
ing to be my future.

“So my intent last year was 
to play in all four majors, I got 
three of the four. Hopefully 
this year I can get all four and 
maybe sprinkle in a few here 
and there.

“But that’s it for the rest of 
my career. I know that and I 
understand that. That’s just my 
reality.”

Woods admits return to top-level 
golf ‘more difficult’ than he let on

Katara Boxing Championships a big hit

Qatar Motorsports Academy studentS excel at Dubai Kartdrome Endurance C’ship

Entertainment and educational activities at 
ExxonMobil stand at Khalifa Intl Complex

Tribune News Network 
DOHA 

Qatar has announced its Public Village 
stand activities for the Qatar ExxonMo-
bil Open 2023. ExxonMobil has been ti-
tle sponsor of the tournament since 1995 
and its stand has become a highlight for 
thousands of fans taking part in the pop-
ular annual sporting event with its fun 
and exciting entertainment.

For the second year running, 
planned activities promote sustain-
ability as ExxonMobil Qatar’s campaign 
theme for the tournament. 

They highlight ExxonMobil’s com-
mitment to society’s net- zero ambition 
and innovative sustainability solutions, 
including carbon capture and storage 
(CCS) and recycling, and nature based 
solutions, among others.

This year, visitors can take part in 
a unique and inspiring virtual reality 
game especially developed for the tour-
nament, that allows them to capture 
carbon dioxide for storage and help fight 
climate change.

Furthermore, INJAZ Qatar – a long-
term partner of ExxonMobil Qatar – will 
have a designated space at the stand. 
The relationship between the two part-
ners began in 2007, and is based on a 
shared mission to provide young peo-
ple with opportunities to channel their 
energy, innovation and creativity into 
productive projects that will help build a 
sustainable society for the future.

“We want our stand visitors to have a 
great time when they come by the Public 
Village. We encourage them to make the 
most of the activities we have planned 
for them that highlight our work and 
commitment to the environment and 
sustainability, and also learn about our 
special partnership with INJAZ Qatar,” 
said Saleh Al Mana, Vice President and 

Director of Public and Government Af-
fairs for ExxonMobil Qatar. 

“Our theme for the tournament this 
year is sustainability once again and 
we’ve tied it to tennis and sports in gen-
eral. Sports are about making positive 
changes in our communities, societies 
and our world, and this is no different 
when it comes to creating a better and 
more sustainable future – we can all 
play a role in this as well and make a no-
ticeable difference,” he added. 

The stand’s most popular activity - 
the racing car simulator – has also made 
a return this year.

The full-size specification racing 
car is available to all visitors for an in-
teractive and realistic racing experience 
and the chance to compete with family 
and friends. Even tennis players come 

by the stand to try it out and beat each 
other’s scores, and those visiting may get 
a chance to meet their favourite tennis 
stars and get a signed oversized tennis 
ball if they’re lucky enough to be there at 
the same time.

As in previous years, the ever popu-
lar “ExxonMobil Minute” will feature at 
the 2023 tournament.

After matches, the winning player 
randomly serve tennis balls into the au-
dience for lucky spectators to catch and 
claim a valuable prize at ExxonMobil 
Qatar’s stand in the Public Village.

The Public Village is a dynamic mix 
of music, entertainment, performances, 
food, and a traditional Souq. Visitors 
can enjoy authentic Qatari food and oth-
er options, and experience special activi-
ties available to all.

Tariq Zainal, Qatar Tennis Federa-
tion’s Secretary General, said, “It is a 
great privilege to welcome everyone 
once again to the 31st edition of this 
world-class event, the Qatar ExxonMo-
bil Open. 

The tournament is not just about 
tennis but also an opportunity to bring 
to the public in Qatar the finest of fun 
and entertainment, especially at the 
Public Village.  With its myriad of things 
to see and do, the Public Village, which 
is open throughout the tournament, 
is an incredible venue that is not to be 
missed, and I am sure every participant 
will have a pleasant time visiting it.” 

The Qatar ExxonMobil Open will run 
from February 20 - 25, 2023. Tickets for 
the six-day event are also available to the 
public online at www.qatartennis.org

Qatar Motorsports Academy student drivers Faesal Al Yafei, Khalid Al Maraghi, Bader Al Sulaiti and Taha Hassiba clinched two awards at the Dubai Kartdrome Endurance Championship over the weekend. The Endurance 
event which covered a distance of 700km over a period of 12 hours, was the first of four rounds in the 2023 Championship. The Qatari team won the award for the spirit of the competition, handed to the team due to their 
resilience and the manner they presented themselves for such a young and fresh team, and also clinched the third position in the GCC Category.

Tribune News Network
DOHA

The 5th Katara Boxing Cham-
pionships concluded in the 
presence of Sheikh Fahd bin 
Khalid Al Thani, President of 
the Qatar Boxing Federation 
(QBF), and Sultan Hassan Al 
Jamali, Secretary-General, 
QBF, with a prize distribution 
ceremony.

The champions featured 
108 participants from sev-
eral clubs, namely:  The Vic-
tory Club; Doha Sport and 
Art Club; Franc Boxing Club; 
Al Jamiliya Club; The Tourist 
Club; Alpha Sport Club; Ninja 
Club; Time Sports Club; Qa-
tar Boxing Federation; a club 
from Amman.

During the prize distribu-
tion ceremony, a large number 
of sports personalities and offi-
cials from Katara were present. 

The Deputy General Di-
rector, Saif Al Dosari, was 
honoured along with Major 
General Khalifa Mubarak Al 
Khulaifi, former President, 
QBF, Saud Aziz Al Shammari, 
Muhammad Yousef Al Mu-
hammadi, an international 
referee, as well Olympic figure 
in boxing from Kazakhstan 
Mukhtar Khan. 

The preliminary rounds 
were held on February 16 
and semi-finals on February 
17. The final round and prize 
giving was held on Saturday, 
February 18.

Sheikh Fahd bin Khalid Al Thani, President, Qatar Boxing Federation, 
honours a dignitary during the Katara Boxing Championships.

The Genesis Invitational host, Tiger Woods of the United States, pre-
sents the trophy to Jon Rahm of Spain after putting in to win The 
Genesis Invitational at Riviera Country Club on the 18th green in Pacific 
Palisades, California, on Sunday. (Getty Images/AFP)

LeBron says ‘I’ll 
be fine’ after  

exiting All-Star 
Game with injury

STATS Perform/dpa
New York 

LeBron James has down-
played the severity of the hand 
injury that forced him out of 
the second half of Sunday’s All-
Star Game in Salt Lake City.

James’ Team LeBron lost 
184-175 to Team Giannis, with 
the Los Angeles Lakers superstar 
ruled out at half-time after play-
ing 14 minutes where he scored 
13 points with four assists.

The four-time NBA MVP 
appeared to injure his right 
hand which was caught in the 
rim attempting to block Pascal 
Siakam’s lay-up attempt in the 
second quarter.

“Coach [Michael] Malone 
is a defensive minded coach,” 
James told reporters. “I had 
him in my early days at Cleve-
land. I told him I’d get one stop 
for him and I tried one little 
chase-down block and got my 
finger caught in the rim.

“But I’ll be fine. I don’t think 
it’s too much to worry about but 
for precautionary reasons I had 
to just take the rest of the night 
off.” James’ availability will be 
critical to the Lakers’ hopes of a 
run into the playoffs, currently 
sitting 13th in the Western Con-
ference with a 27-32 record.

The 38-year-old, who missed 
three games last week due to an 
ankle injury, is averaging 30.0 
points, 8.4 rebounds and 7.0 as-
sists for the Lakers this season. 
The Lakers return to action after 
the All-Star break on Thursday 
against the reigning champions, 
Golden State Warriors.
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HMC trains school psychologists 
and social workers on how to stub  
out smoking habit among students

Tribune News Network
Doha

Hamad Medical Corporation’s 
(HMC) Tobacco Control Center 
organised a training workshop 
on how to curb tobacco use and 
smoking among school students 
in Qatar on Monday. 

The training programme 
was held as part of the centre’s 
efforts to prevent tobacco smok-
ing in educational institutions 
and in the community in general 
and was dedicated to psycholog-
ical counsellors, social workers 
and nursing staff from several 
public preparatory and second-
ary schools across Qatar. 

The workshop was attended 
by Dr Rayana Bou Haka, WHO’s 
representative to Qatar; Sheikh 
Dr Mohamed bin Hamad Al 
Thani, director of the Public 
Health Department at the Min-
istry of Public Health; Dr Khol-
oud Al Mutawa, head of the 
Non-Communicable Diseases 
Department at the Ministry of 
Public Health; and Fatima Al 
Obaidli, head of Activities and 
Programmes Department at the 
Ministry of Education and High-
er Education.

Dr Ahmad Al Mulla, head of 
HMC’s Tobacco Control Center 
said the workshop was aimed at 
providing participants with the 
necessary information and skills 
to enable them to effectively 
contribute to combating smok-
ing and tobacco use in schools 
in Qatar and to help students 
who have fallen into the habit of 
smoking to quit. 

He added that the latest 
studies showed that for many 
people, the age for starting 
smoking ranged from 12 to 15 
years.

The workshop included lec-
tures addressing several topics, 
such as the types of tobacco use 
and its prevalence in Qatar, the 
health effects of cigarette smok-
ing and the use of tobacco prod-
ucts, the physiology of tobacco 
addiction and the role of schools 
in preventing and limiting the 
spread of smoking. 

The event also offered a 
good opportunity to dispel mis-
conceptions about smoking and 
tobacco use and to raise aware-
ness among participants on how 
to deal with students who smoke 
and the factors affecting smok-
ing initiation among students.  

The workshop lectures were 
delivered by members of the 
Tobacco Control Center team, 
including Dr Ahmad Al Mulla, 
head of the Tobacco Control 
Center; Noor El Nakib, health-
care services administrator; Dr 
Ahmad Abdullah and Dr Jamal 
Ba Suhai, smoking cessation 
specialists at HMC; and Dr Ash-
our Ibrahim, clinical psycholo-
gist at HMC’s Tobacco Control 
Center. 

Dr Ahmad Al Mulla stressed 
the importance of protecting 
present and future generations 
from the dangers of all kinds 
and forms of tobacco use. 

He urged participants to 
give a special focus on protect-
ing young people from being in-
fluenced by tobacco companies 
that keep targeting the youth 
as an emerging and vulnerable 
market for their addictive prod-
ucts.

“Several training work-
shops of this kind will be held 
in the future to include private 
schools in the country as well to 
help raise healthy generations 
and protect our new genera-
tions from this harmful habit,” 
added Dr Mulla.

DIFI, UN, international organisations 
address family well-being in Africa

Tribune News Network
Doha

The impact of socio-economic 
and demographic transforma-
tion in Africa and its effect on 
family well-being were topics of 
discussion at an event organised 
by the Doha International Fami-
ly Institute (DIFI) in preparation 
for the 30th anniversary of the 
International Year of the Family 
in 2024 (IYF+30). 

The three-day Expert Group 
Meeting (EGM), held in Preto-
ria, South Africa, in partnership 
with the University of Preto-
ria, the United Nations (UN) 
Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (DESA) and the 
International Federation for 
Family Development (IFFD) 
under the theme ‘Demographic 
Changes and Family Wellbeing 
in Africa’, saw experts’ discus-
sions around the impact of de-
mographic changes on family 
wellbeing in Africa.

They also addressed the ma-
jor family formation trends in 
Africa and how these changes af-
fected family wellbeing, the role 
of technology in these changes 
and its impact on digital parent-
ing, the challenges and opportu-
nities presented by social protec-
tion policy frameworks towards 
supporting elderly care in the re-

gion, the interlinkages between 
demographic trends, migration 
and urbanisation in contempo-
rary Africa, and the major les-
sons learned in developing and 
implementing national and re-
gional family policies. 

Dr Sharifa Noaman Al Ema-
di, executive director of DIFI, 
highlighted the importance of 
focusing on family wellbeing 
through a comprehensive ap-
proach, which DIFI, a member 
of Qatar Foundation, is tackling 
through policy-research and 
mobilisation. 

She emphasised the impor-
tance of focusing on family well-
being with holistic approaches, 
stressing that DIFI works to 
enhance family wellbeing and 
supports the making and de-
velopment of policies related to 
research, scientific evidence and 
multiple advocacy efforts. 

She also noted that demo-
graphic changes, accompanied 
by the shrinkage of traditional 
interactions between nuclear 
and extended families because 
of urbanisation and the fragil-
ity of related policies, as well 
as declining fertility rates and 
other demographic challenges, 
mean structural treatments and 
policy and programme support 
is required based on knowledge 
basis.

Speaking about the prepa-
rations for the IYF+30, Renata 
Kaczmarska, Focal Point of the 
Family at the Division for Inclu-
sive Social Development (DISD) 
of the UN DESA, highlighted the 
importance of EGM recommen-
dations to enrich the periodic 
UN Secretary General’s report 
on the family.

Ignacio Socias, director of 
Communication and Interna-
tional Relations at IFFD, out-
lined the importance of interna-
tional programmes that support 
national development agendas 
“including the voice of parents 
and families in the discussion for 
better and holistic policy design, 
implementation and evaluation 
is extremely important.” 

Professor Zitha Mokomane, 
professor at the Department of 
Sociology at the University of 
Pretoria, stressed that “while the 
important role of the family in so-
ciety has been recognised every-
where in the world, it also needs 
to be substantiated through com-
prehensive family policies.” 

Representative of the African 
Union Commission on Social Af-
fairs Lefhoko Kesamang pointed 
out the need to develop Man-
agement Information Systems 
on the African Family for better 
data collection on family inter-
ventions at the regional level. 

Exquisite luxury jewellery and watches collections from more than 500 brands beckon visitors at the  19th edition of the 
Doha Jewellery and Watches Exhibition (DJWE) being held at the Doha Exhibition and Convention Centre.  The exhibition 

will treat visitors to an extensive display of exclusive craftsmanship from local and international designers. (TNN)

EXQUISITE LUXURY JEWELLERY AND WATCHES 
COLLECTIONS BECKON VISITORS AT DJWE
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Prime Minister and Minister of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al Thani inaugurated the 19th edition of Doha Jewellery and Watches Exhibition (DJWE) at Doha Exhibition and Convention Center 
(DECC) on Monday. The prime minister toured the pavilions, where he was briefed on the most prominent collections displayed by Qatari and international companies participating in the exhibition. He was also briefed 
on the most important new designs of jewellery, watches and rare gemstones. The opening ceremony was attended by a number of sheikhs and ministers, a number of members of the diplomatic corps accredited to 
the State, senior officials and businessmen, as well as representatives of exhibiting companies. (QNA)

Qatar Tourism welcomes world to luxury and elegance at 19th DJWE
TRIBUNE NEWS NETWORK

DOHA

THE Doha Jewellery and 
Watches Exhibition (DJWE), 
in its 19th edition, opened to 
a spectacular beginning at the 
Doha Exhibition and Conven-
tion Centre. 

The exclusive exhibition is 
being held under the patronage 
of Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior HE Sheikh Khalid bin 
Khalifa bin Abdulaziz Al-Thani.  

The opening ceremony was 
attended by the biggest names 
in Bollywood, alongside Irina 
Shayk, Nasser Al Attiyah, Mutaz 
Barsham and other celebrities. 

Unique to this year’s edi-
tion is an auditory element to 
the DJWE campaign, as an 
exclusive musical score is cre-
ated by famed Qatari composer 
Dana Al Fardan.

At the opening ceremony, 
the prime minister toured the 
elaborate pavilions created by 
Qatar’s leading jewellery brands 
and had a private viewing of 
some of their latest collections. 

The event was organised 
by Qatar Tourism and Qatar 
Business Events Corporation 
with Qatar Airways as the Of-
ficial Airline Partner and Qatar 
National Bank as the Official 
Sponsor.

Over the coming six days, 
visitors to the exhibition will be 
treated to an extensive display 
of luxury collections from over 
500 brands, with local and in-
ternational designers brought 
together under one roof. 

Visitors can expect to mar-
vel at the exquisite craftsman-
ship from the most prominent 
jewellers, limited edition col-
lections and extraordinary 
showpieces. The event is truly 
a one-of-a-kind and currently 
the region’s largest business-to-
consumer show. 

Chairman of Qatar Tourism 
and Qatar Airways Group Chief 
Executive Akbar Al Baker said, 
“Over the past two decades, we 
have seen DJWE become the 
epitome of luxury and design, 
offering thousands of visitors a 
truly unforgettable experience. 
The combination of visitors be-
ing able to directly meet and 
interact with renowned design-
ers and new participants like re-
gional powerhouse Damas will 
make this year’s edition even 
more of a success.” 

DJWE this year sees the 
valued support of Qatar Na-
tional Bank (QNB) as the Of-
ficial Sponsor. Commenting on 
the event, Yousef Mahmoud Al 
Neama, Group Chief Business 
Officer at QNB Group, said: 

“QNB Group is proud of its par-
ticipation as the Official Spon-
sor for the 19th edition of the 
Doha Jewellery and Watches 
Exhibition, which has become 
the mark of luxury in Qatar 
and the region. Sponsoring this 
event, which established an 
annual tradition for the bank, 
affirms our commitment to 
support national events and im-
plement the Qatar National Vi-
sion 2030 aimed at diversifying 
the local economy. 

“In addition, our participa-
tion provides an important op-
portunity to position the QNB 
brand among the world’s finest 
luxury brands, while encourag-
ing local talents. I wish the ex-
hibition a great success, and all 
guests and participants a most 
rewarding and enjoyable time 
at this much-anticipated an-
nual event.”

Speaking on Education 
Above All’s (EAA) partnership 
series of ‘Designing With a Pur-
pose’ and their long-running 
collaboration with DJWE which 
featured jewellery brand part-
nerships in the past such as 
Chopard, Richard Mille and now 
special designs by Valentino 
and Qatari jewellers for DJWE 
2023, EAA’s Director of Part-
nerships Parintaj Ankleshvria 
said, “Awareness and money 

raised from these unique jewel-
lery collaborations will support 
EAA’s commitment to bringing 
new life chances, real hope and 
opportunities to improve the 
lives of poor and marginalised 
children, youth and women es-
pecially in the developing world 
through access to inclusive and 
equitable quality education.”

Commenting on the 19th 
edition of DJWE, Ali Alfardan, 
vice-chairman of the Alfardan 
Group and president Alfardan 
Jewellery, said: “Once again, 
Alfardan Jewellery will exhibit 
an unparalleled collection at 
the 19th edition of the Doha 
Jewellery and Watches Ex-
hibition, highlighting unique 
and elegant gems and pieces, 
even from our very own Qatari 
brand. We thank all our cus-
tomers and visitors for their en-
couragement as always.”

Speaking on Ali Bin Ali 
Luxury’s participation in the re-
gion’s most important jewellery 
and watches exhibition, Chief 
Operating Officer of Ali Bin 
Ali Luxury Awn Zureikat said, 
“DJWE is truly a global plat-
form for luxury brands and it’s 
getting bigger every year. Ali Bin 
Ali Luxury is proud of its long-
standing association with this 
landmark event, and we are glad 
to be a part of this success story, 

where creativity, exclusivity, art 
and beauty are all represented at 
this exhibition.

On behalf Al Majed Jewel-
lery, Jamil bin Mahdi Al Majed, 
vice-chairman of Al Majed Jew-
ellery, said: “This year’s edition 
of DJWE is special because it 
is taking place directly follow-
ing the exceptional FIFA World 
Cup Qatar 2022, which repre-
sents a historical turning point 
for advancing the tourism sec-
tor. In line with the traditions 
of previous editions, Al Majed 
Jewellery has established new 
exclusive partnerships with 
leading brands that will be un-
veiled during the exhibition in 
addition to the many brands 
that operate under the umbrella 
of Al Majed Jewellery and are 
achieving unique success in the 
Qatari market.”

For his part, Bader Al Dar-
wish, chairman and managing 
director of Fifty One East, said: 
“It gives us great pleasure to re-
turn to the Doha Jewellery & 
Watches Exhibition for its 19th 
edition. As longstanding sup-
porters of the DJWE, we have 
proudly watched this event grow 
from strength to strength, assert-
ing its status as a regional exhibi-
tion leader and shining a power-
ful light on Qatar’s importance as 
a destination for appreciators of 

fine jewellery and watches.” 
Commenting on the par-

ticipation of Amiri Gems, 
HE Sheikh Nawaf Nasser bin 
Khaled Al Thani said, “Since its 
inception in 1994, Amiri Gems 
has actively participated in rais-
ing the level of jewellery and 
precious watches trade in Qatar 
in proportion to the purchasing 
power of Qatari citizens, which 
is considered one of the highest 
in the world. Hence, the deci-
sion to participate in the per-
manent annual participation in 
the Doha Watch and Jewellery 
Exhibition, from its first edi-
tion to its 19th edition this year, 
was the ideal strategic choice for 
Amiri Gems to continue pre-
senting everything new in the 
world of luxury, sophistication 
and beauty.”

Visitors are invited to the ex-
hibition free of charge once reg-
istered via www.djwe.qa. The ex-
hibition will run from Monday, 
February 23 to Thursday, Feb-
ruary 23 from 12pm to 10pm; 
Friday, February 24, from 4pm 
to 10pm and Saturday, February 
25, from 12pm to 10pm. Located 
in the heart of West Bay, DECC 
can be easily accessed by Doha 
Metro, with a direct route from 
Terminal 1 to the DECC Metro 
Station (Red Line), which has di-
rect access to the exhibition halls.
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